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c/- PO Box 4, Enmore,
NSW 2042, Australia

(

___1

___5

___$10 (6 months)
___copies

$___ (donation)

you don’t have any money, or for any other special requests.

Please send well concealed cash only to:
PO Box 4 / Enmore / NSW / 2042 / Australia

Copies each month:

___$5 (3 months)

Email:_______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________

Name:______________________________________________________

for printing and distribution (please!) If you can give out extra copies, we can
send a number of zines for no charge. Subscriptions free for prisoners.

Subscribe to Mutiny! Get the new zine every month, and help us pay

)

ditors for this month: Max Solidarity, Brassy F. Gnoll, Cynical Smurf, Phoenix,
Dumpstered Twin, Exploded Cake, Graf Cat, Mambutu Nizwa & Syzygy.

The mutiny zine collective does not necessarily agree with all the opinions of contributors.
Contributors do not necessarily agree with all the opinions of the mutiny collective. The
mutiny collective doesn’t agree with all the opinions of the mutiny collective.

E

email:
web: back issues at www.jura.org.au/mutiny

mail:

e meet regularly,
please contact us on
the address below:

W

of disobediance & resistance,
& to encourage people to
write about their ideas,
actions & experiences.

is an
anarchist collective based in
Sydney. We started this zine
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RXWRXUFRPPRQLQWHUHVWDVSHRSOHHQJDJHG
LQVWUXJJOLQJDJDLQVWDV\VWHPWKDWZRUNVWR
H[SORLW XV DOO :H DUH FDOOLQJ IRU VROLGDULW\
SHRSOHWRSHRSOH HQJDJHG LQ FRPPRQ
VWUXJJOH,WLVQRWRQO\DTXHVWLRQRIPRQH\IRU
DLGEXWDOVRDQDXWRQRPRXVDQGLQGHSHQGHQW
DFWRILQWHUQDWLRQDOVROLGDULW\WKDWLOOXPLQDWHV
WKH EDQNUXSWF\ RI WKH RFFXS\LQJ IRUFHV
PXOWLQDWLRQDO FRUSRUDWLRQV DQG +DLWLDQ
HOLWHV WKDW DUH SULPDULO\ UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKH
GHFD\HG VWDWH RI +DLWL 7KHUH ZLOO EH DLG
ÁRZLQJDQGPRQH\JLYHQDVDIRUPRIFKDULW\
XQWLOWKHQH[WGLVDVWHU
2XUDFWRIVROLGDULW\VKRXOGLQQRVKDSHRU
IRUP EH VROHO\ DQ DFW RI KXPDQLWDULDQ DLG
,W VKRXOG QRW EH DQ DSROLWLFDO DFW DQG ZH
VKRXOGQ·W JLYH WKH JUHHQ OLJKW WR WKRVH WKDW
ZLVKWRFDSLWDOLVHRQWKHVXIIHULQJRIRWKHUV,W
VKRXOGEHDQDFWRIVROLGDULW\WRWKHVWUXJJOLQJ
SHRSOHRI+DLWLDQGWKHLURUJDQLVDWLRQVZKLOH
DW WKH VDPH WLPH UHMHFWLQJ WKH WRWDOO\ LQHSW
+DLWLDQ HOLWHV DQG WKHLU VWDWH DSSDUDWXV IRU
EDQNUXSWLQJ+DLWL
7KH HDUWKTXDNH LV D QDWXUDO GLVDVWHU EXW
WKH VWDWH RI +DLWL WKH DEMHFW SRYHUW\ RI WKH
PDVVHV DQG WKH YLOH LQMXVWLFH RI WKH VRFLDO
RUGHUDUHXQQDWXUDO:HKDYHDUHODWLRQVKLS
ZLWKRQHRUJDQLVDWLRQ%DWD\2XYUL\HDQGDUH
SXWWLQJ RXU UHVRXUFHV DQG WLPH LQWR KHOSLQJ
%DWD\ 2XYUL\H WR KHOS UHEXLOG IURP WKH
FDWDVWURSKHDQGPDLQWDLQWKHVWUXJJOHIRUD
EHWWHU+DLWLDQGDEHWWHUZRUOG
%DWD\ 2XYUL\H LV D FRPEDWLYH JUDVVURRWV
ZRUNHU DQG SHDVDQW·V RUJDQLVDWLRQ LQ
+DLWL ZLWK ZRUNHUV RUJDQLVHG DOO RYHU +DLWL
HVSHFLDOO\ LQ WKH LQGXVWULDO VZHDWVKRSV DQG
)UHH7UDGH=RQHV:HKDYHVHWXSDPHDQVWR
VHQGPRQH\WR%DWD\2XYUL\H,IRWKHUVZLVK
WRVHQGPRQH\WR%DWD\2XYUL\HSOHDVHHPDLO
PLDPLDXWRQRP\DQGVROLGDULW\#\DKRRFRP
 0LDPL $XWRQRP\  6ROLGDULW\ DQG %DWD\
2XYUL\H+DLWL6ROLGDULW\1HWZRUN

$ QDWXUDO GLVDVWHU KDV GHVFHQGHG XSRQ
+DLWL ZKRVH VFRSH ZH DUH RQO\ VHHLQJ
WKHVXUIDFHRI7KH+DLWLDQSHRSOHZLOOEH
VWUXJJOLQJ WR UHEXLOG WKHLU OLYHV DQG WKHLU
KRPHVSRVVLEO\IRUGHFDGHVLQOLJKWRIWKH
XQSUHFHGHQWHG FROODSVH ERWK SK\VLFDO
DQGVRFLDO
<HW GHVSLWH WKH XQSUHGLFWDELOLW\ RI
HDUWKTXDNHVWKLVGLVDVWHULVXQQDWXUDOD
PRQVWURVLW\RIRXUWLPH7KHH[WHQWRIWKH
GDPDJH RI WKH HDUWKTXDNH LV SDUW RI WKH
FRVW RI XQUHVWUDLQHG H[SORLWDWLRQ ZKLFK
DWHYHU\VWHSSXWSURÀWDERYHWKHKHDOWK
VDIHW\DQGZHOOEHLQJRIWKH+DLWLDQSHRSOH
:KLOHWKHZRUOGZDWFKHVRQUHDG\WRKHOS
SRZHU LV EHLQJ GHDOW DQ RSSRUWXQLW\ 7KH
+DLWLDQZRUNHUVDQGSHDVDQWVKDYHEHHQ
ÀJKWLQJ IRU WKHLU ULJKWV WR HYHQ WKH PRVW
EDVLFOHYHORIH[LVWHQFHIRUGHFDGHVZKLOH
WKH81RFFXS\LQJIRUFHWKHVWDWHDQGWKH
UXOLQJ HOLWHV PDLQWDLQ WKH VRFLDO PLVHU\
ZLWKRXWUHOHQWLQJ
1RZDV3RUW$X3ULQFHLVLQUXEEOHQHZ
RSSRUWXQLWLHV DULVH IRU UXOHUV WR UHEXLOG
+DLWL LQ WKHLU RZQ LQWHUHVWV DQG OLNHZLVH
IRU WKH +DLWLDQ ZRUNHUV DQG SHDVDQWV WR
DVVHUW WKHLU ULJKW WR WKHLU RZQ +DLWL RQH
ZKHUH WKH\ ZLOO QRW EH IRUFHG WR OLYH LQ
GDQJHURXV EXLOGLQJV DQG ZRUN PHUHO\
WR ÀOO WKH SRFNHWV RI HOLWHV IRUHLJQ RU
GRPHVWLF
$VZHPRYHIURPZDWFKLQJLQKRUURUWR
WDNLQJ GHFLVLYH DFWLRQ SURJUHVVLYHV FDQ
RIIHUDQDOWHUQDWLYH7KHUHLVDVWURQJDQG
EHDXWLIXOGHVLUH WR GR VRPHWKLQJ WR KHOS
RWKHUV LQ WKLV WLPH RI QHHG 2XU DFWLRQV
DUHVWURQJHVWZKHQZHRUJDQLVHRXUVHOYHV
DQGPDNHDFRQFHUWHGHIIRUWLQXQLW\5LJKW
QRZ ZH FDQ KDYH WKH GHHSHVW LPSDFW E\
FRPPLWWLQJ RXUVHOYHV WR DFW LQ VROLGDULW\
ZLWK WKH DXWRQRPRXV VRFLDO PRYHPHQWV
RI +DLWL GLUHFWO\ 7KH\ SUHVHQW WKH EHVW ZHE
SRVVLEOHRSWLRQIRUWKH+DLWLDQSHRSOHDQG ZZZEDWD\RXYUL\HRUJ(QJOLVK
DUHLQWKHJUHDWHVWQHHG$WWKHVDPHWLPH :HOFRPHKWPO
ZH DUH LQ WKH EHVW SRVLWLRQ WR KHOS WKHP

6ROLGDULW\ZLWK+DLWLDQ:RUNHUV

2QWKHUGRI'HFHPEHUWKHLQGLJHQRXV
VDFUHGKHDOLQJWUHHNQRZQDOVRDV
WKH³JXDUGLDQWUHH´RQ$OXP0RXQWDLQ
%XODKGHODKZDVGHVWUR\HGE\WKH5RDGV
DQG7UDI¿F$XWKRULW\ 57$ WRPDNHZD\
IRUWKH3DFL¿F+LJKZD\XSJUDGHLQWKH
DUHD7KH57$ZRQWKHFDVHLQWKH/DQGV
DQG(QYLURQPHQW&RXUWDIWHU\HDUVRI
UHVLVWDQFHIURPLQGLJHQRXVUHVLGHQWV7KH
\HDUROGZKLWHPDKRJDQ\WUHHZDV
FXWGRZQDIWHUDSURWHVWHUZDVDUUHVWHG
IURPXSSHUEUDQFKHVZLWKDLGRIDFKHUU\
SLFNHUZKLOVWORFDOLQGLJHQRXVUHVLGHQWVDQG
SURWHVWHUVZHUHNHSWDZD\IURPWKHVLWHE\
SROLFH7KHGHVWUXFWLRQRIWKHWUHHIROORZV
PRQWKVRIDWWDFNVRQ%XODKGHODKSURWHVW
FDPSVE\ORFDOV

$XVWUDOLD

7KURXJKFROOHFWLYHDFWLRQWKHFULVLV-XUD
IDFHGKDVEHHQWXUQHGLQWRDQRSSRUWXQLW\
DQGDVXFFHVVIRUDQDUFKLVPLQ6\GQH\
)RUGHWDLOVRIWKHSUL]HZLQQHUV \RXVKRXOG
DOUHDG\NQRZZKR\RXDUH VHHZZZMXUD
RUJDX

1RZWKHUHLVRQO\OHIWWRSD\RQWKH
-XUDPRUWJDJH

$OORIWKLVZDVGRQHE\DIHZGR]HQ
YROXQWHHUV

7KHUDIÀHWRVDYH-XUDLVRYHUDQGLW
ZDVZDVDJUHDWVXFFHVV7KDQNVWRWKH
$XVWUDOLDQDQDUFKLVWFRPPXQLW\-XUDUDLVHG


$XVWUDOLD

%ULHI1HZV

3URWHVWRUVDWWKH&RSHQKDJHQFOLPDWH
VXPPLWGHPRQVWUDWLQJDJDLQVWIDOVH
VROXWLRQVWRFOLPDWHFKDQJHOLNHµJUHHQ
FDSLWDOLVP¶FDUERQRIIVHWWLQJDQGHPLVVLRQ
WUDGLQJZHUHVXEMHFWWRVLJQL¿FDQWVWDWH

&RSHQKDJHQ

6HHZZZFOLPDWHFDPSRUJQ]

7KHQHLJKERXUKRRGVWUXFWXUHDOVRKHOSHG
WRIDFLOLWDWHWKHIRUPDWLRQRIµDI¿QLW\JURXSV¶
WKDWWRJHWKHURUJDQLVHGWKHGLUHFWDFWLRQV
RQWKHODVWGD\RIWKH&DPS$ERXW
JURXSVIRUPHGWRRUJDQLVHDFWLRQDURXQG
WKHJHQHUDOPHVVDJHWKDWµ2XU&OLPDWH,V
1RW<RXU%XVLQHVV¶WDUJHWLQJSUR¿WHHUV
RIFOLPDWHFKDQJH$FWLYLVWVFRQYHUJHG
RQWKH1HZ=HDODQG6WRFN([FKDQJHLQ
:HOOLQJWRQDVDV\PERORIWKHIDLOXUHRI
PDUNHWEDVHGPHFKDQLVPVWRDGGUHVV
FOLPDWHFKDQJHDQGRIWKRVHEHQH¿WLQJIURP
SXVKLQJPHFKDQLVPVOLNHHPLVVLRQVWUDGLQJ
7KHHQHUJHWLFDQGFRORXUIXOSURWHVWFDXVHG
GLVUXSWLRQRIWKH1=;IRUDIHZKRXUVDQG
WKHUHZHUHDOVRWZRVHSDUDWHEDQQHUGURSV
7KHDFWLRQVUHVXOWHGLQDUUHVWV WKRXJK
WKHVHGLGQRWOHDGWRFKDUJHVRU¿QHV 
ZLGHPDLQVWUHDPPHGLDWKDWFRPPHQWHG
RQWKHDFWLRQVLQWKHFRQWH[WRIWKHIDLOXUH
RIWKH&RSHQKDJHQQHJRWLDWLRQVDQGD
JHQHUDOIHHOLQJDPRQJVWSDUWLFLSDQWVWKDW
&OLPDWH&DPSZDVDQLPSRUWDQWVWHSLQWKH
GHYHORSPHQWRIDFOLPDWHMXVWLFHPRYHPHQW
LQ$RWHDURD

$SSUR[LPDWHO\SHRSOHDWWHQGHG1HZ
=HDODQG¶V¿UVW&OLPDWH&DPSRQ
'HFHPEHULQ0RRQVKLQH3DUN8SSHU
+XWWPLQXWHVQRUWKRI:HOOLQJWRQ7KH
&DPSRIIHUHGDPRGHORIVXVWDLQDEOH
LQIUDVWUXFWXUHHGXFDWLRQDOZRUNVKRSV
DQGVSDFHIRUSHRSOHWRPHHWDQGKDYH
GLVFXVVLRQDERXWUHDOVROXWLRQVWRFOLPDWH
FKDQJH'DLO\PRUQLQJPHHWLQJVZHUH
DOVRKHOGZKHUHSDUWLFLSDQWVPHWLQWKHLU
ORFDOµQHLJKERXUKRRG¶WRDGGUHVVDQ\
LVVXHVUHOHYDQWWRWKH&DPSRQWKHZKROH
PRGHOLQJJUDVVURRWVGHPRFUDF\LQDFWLRQ
ZKLFKPDQ\DFWLYLVWVVHHDVDQLPSRUWDQW
LQJUHGLHQWIRUFOLPDWHMXVWLFH

1HZ=HDODQG

,QWHULRU0LQLVWHU5REHUWR0DURQLLQ
W\SLFDOIDVKLRQVRXJKWWRH[SORLWWKH
VLWXDWLRQVD\LQJ³,QDOOWKHVH\HDUVLOOHJDO
LPPLJUDWLRQKDVEHHQWROHUDWHGZLWKRXW
GRLQJDQ\WKLQJHIIHFWLYHDQLPPLJUDWLRQ
WKDWRQWKHRQHKDQGKDVIHGFULPHDQGRQ
WKHRWKHUKDVOHGWRVLWXDWLRQVRIH[WUHPH

6RPHPLJUDQWVHUHFWHGURDGEORFNVRQ
WKHPDLQURDGVLQWRWKHWRZQZKLOVWVKRS
ZLQGRZVZHUHVPDVKHGDVXSWR
LPPLJUDQWVJDWKHUHGWRSURWHVWRXWVLGHFLW\
KDOOFKDQWLQJ³ZHDUHQRWDQLPDOV´DQG
ZDYHGSODFDUGVVD\LQJ³,WDOLDQVKHUHDUH
UDFLVW´7KH\GHPDQGHGWRVHHWKHWRZQ¶V
JRYHUQPHQWFRPPLVVLRQHU)UDQFHVFR
%DJQDWR1HDUE\ORFDOVFODVKHGZLWKSROLFH
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COP15
wash.

The public face of activism and anarchism at
Copenhagen and throughout Europe is mainly
white. Shocking really when there are so
many peoples from the 3rd and 4th world
that have been in Europe for generations.
My main criticism of the organising I saw
in Copenhagen is that it was Eurocentric,

It was the stance of the indigenous peoples
in Copenhagen that was inspiring to me. The
hard work of the indigenous environmental
network demonstrated the political strength
that occurs when peoples determine their
own struggles in relation to climate change.

Unsurprisingly
was another

We are fighting for the survival of our mother
earth. In the Pacific our fight is for our lives
and the continuation of us as peoples. We
are in a time when we have to stand up
fight for it, or lose it for ever. I donÊt want
to see another worldwide-struggle neutralised
by the control of western liberal activism.

The fundamental aim of COP15 negotiations
was to find ways to fund businesses
who continue to pollute the planet and
make outrageous profits by robbing
the poor to pay for their excesses.
ItÊs no surprise to me that Climate Change
Policies and Treaties (supposedly designed
to address real emergencies, like rising
sea levels, for peoples like the Kiribati) are
being used to facilitate and create the
structures for a new round of capitalist,
imperialist
Âprimitive
accumulationÊ
(i.e.
where wealthy nations and multinationals
accumulate profits off the backs of poor, and
indigenous communities around the world).

I came to Copenhagen with a heavy heart
and anger as Pacific peoples face the loss
of their lands, genocide desecration of their
whenua, and our culture, traditions. We are
not climate victims in the Pacific - we are
fighting for our survival. But I know that
the west will not give up its exploitative
way of life to ensure the survival of the
lands if indigenous Pacific Islanders. Our only
allies here in Europe are those peoples who
close down coal stations and those people
who directly confront
racism, capitalism
and exploitation in their own communities.

The Pacific is in crisis now. The west will
not sacrifice a fucking thing to ensure
the survival of my peoples into the next
century and beyond. They never gave a
fuck when they invaded the Pacific and
committed genocide to steal our land and
resources, they donÊt give a fuck now.

The Pacific is facing huge stress and huge
regional pressures. Climate change is a clear
and present danger to the Pacific peoples:
land, lives; culture and peoples are at risk.
Climate change is no distant threat: it is
happening now. Rising sea-levels are eating
up the land of the islands; salination means
more and more arable lands for cultivation
become untenable. The human face of climate
change in the Pacific is heart-breaking; land is
close to the heart of all indigenous peoples.

By the end of my time in Copenhagen, I
was tired of activists patronising the peoples
from the third and fourth worlds ( the global
south). What use is there in talking to
disengaged Europeans? What will they do to
forward to struggles of the peoples in the
Pacific? Only our people will free themselves.

driven mainly by Anglo and American
activists. Climate justice seems to be a
bandwagon that everyone in jumping on.

peoples, we will oppose REDD and REDD+
and carbon offsetting projects, including CDM
projects.Ê

by

Ana

the French do not like being reminded about
their colonial history and current presence
in the Pacific: nuclear bomb testing; their
current military occupations of the islands of
Tahiti & Kanaky, (New Caledonia) their recent
joint military exercise with Tonga; and their
continuing colonisation and exploitation of
peoples. IÊm not impressed with the architecture,
because of the deep denial that the wealth of
their nation is built on the back of the blood
of the peoples of the third and fourth world.

In France itÊs becoming obvious to me that

In response to that racist decision in
Switzerland, Muslim youths led a spontaneous
candle-light demonstration where they
built a paper minaret and publicly stated
that they refused to be marginalised
and treated like second-class citizens.

the Swiss government had decided to ban
the building of new minarets. I am shocked
at the growth of racism and a virulent form
of anti-Muslim racism and Islamophobia that
isnÊt the preserve of racist right-wing extreme,
but is being propagated in the parliamentary
ÂdemocraciesÊ
of
European
parliaments.

During my time in Switzerland,

In Geneva for the WTO protests (and
ten years since WTO Seattle), the state has
refined the art of how to contain & neutralise
mass protests. The protest on the day was
your typical symbolic march, until different
groups decided to take direct action and burn
cars and smash the windows of banks. At an
evaluation about the protests our organisers
on the caravan were apologising for the
actions of the Âblack blocÊ. The majority of
my brothers & sisters from the global south,
however, recognise that direct-action works
and had no problems in supporting the
Âblack blocÊ and the direct action on the day.

Representing Te Ata tino Toa, I took part in
the ÂTrade to ClimateÊ caravan, which took 60
activists from the „global south‰ from the WTO
meeting in Geneva to Cop 15 in Copenhagen.
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This was articulated by the Indigenous
PeopleÊs caucus at the lead-up meeting in
Bangkok, when they said ÂThe recognition
of our rights must be in accordance
with international human rights law and
standards including the UNDRIP and ILO
Convention 169, among other human rights
instruments. If there is no full recognition
and full protection for Indigenous peopleÊs
rights, including the rights to resources, lands
and territories, and there is no recognition
and respect of our rights of free, prior and
informed consent of the affected indigenous

Within the global indigenous community
there has been widespread support
for the idea that indigenous peopleÊs
rights needed to be protected in any
agreements that come out of Copenhagen.

Leading the march with other indigenous
peoples on 12th December was a highlight
for me. I marched with Malia Noberg and
Fiu Elisara and was honoured to support
them, as they have been tirelessly fighting
for indigenous rights in the Pacific over
the past 25 years. The NZ government,
with the support of the Maori, passed an
emission trading scheme during the COP15
conference. Why would some Maori support
the dairy industry that has been irresponsibly
polluting our rivers and environment, rather
than the lives of our cousins in Tuvalu,
Kiribati, Tokelau and the other many small
island communities in the Pacific? Putting
the interests of the dairy industry and
tribal capitalists out to make a quick buck
before the lives and homes of small island
communities should be condemned around
the Pacific, and by Maori who believe in the
values of whanaungatanga and kaitiakitanga.

As soon as our bus was on the fringes of
Copenhagen we were meet with a heavy
police presence that escorted our bus to
a school car park where they came onboard to check our documentation. Clearly,
this was a psychological ploy on their
part to intimidate us. It didnÊt work, but it
gave us all a clear idea of the policing
we would be facing during COP15.

Cops
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It’s these politics that mean that even if KN were a group of fascists gathering in Chippendale in order
to raise money for the local homeless shelter, their act of gathering would still itself be a violent one.
Before even a word is spoken between them, to be seen together: a strong group of neo-nazis, their
presence threatens those in the community they see as their enemies: non-white people, trans-people,
queers; and adds backbone to the people in the area who may subscribe to aspects of their ideology.

Why can we shut down summit meetings without question,
but fascists somehow deserve to meet unhindered, under the
auspices of freedom of speech?
Protests in Seattle, where communities realised their collective
power by shutting down the 1999 WTO conference, were
celebrated by the radical left throughout the world. Even in
Australia, the shut-down of the World Economic Forum in 2000 is seen as the largest victory of the
left in recent years. Blockading businesses, occupying ofﬁces, and shutting down pulp mills and
coal mines are seen as standard actions for the left the world over. But suddenly when it comes to
shutting down meetings of neo-nazis, folks start worrying about their rights to “freedom of speech”.
Summit conferences, pulp-mills, coal mines etc are shut down because of the dangerous activities in
which they are engaged. But neo-nazi groups aren’t sitting around debating how they can raise the
most funds for the local homeless shelter. Their ideologies are speciﬁcally focused on causing harm
to people who are non-white, homosexual, transgender, Jewish, Romani. These are folks who wear
swastikas; have “88” tattoos (H is the eighth letter in the alphabet – the numerical equivalent of HH,
or “Heil Hitler”); use “Heil Hitler” salutes; and actively celebrate Hitler’s birthday. They don’t do this
as part of some cute anachronism, but as expressions of their politics, which are part of a continuous
trajectory from 1930s Europe.

What follows is a discussion of the ideas around these questions.
It’s not exhaustive, and we are not experts, but it goes someway
to addressing the argument.

In the process of these actions questions were raised by some as
to whether these demonstrations were in themselves a form of
fascism – advocating that everyone is entitled to free speech, and
that by shutting down their meetings we were denying them this.

The community demonstrations sought to shut down the meetings, with the aim of having KN kicked
out of the space, as well as to draw attention to their presence. The neighbourhood was letterboxed,
and postered, and the local community turned out to let this group know that they were unwelcome.
Passers-by joined in, as did folks from the local pub. The demonstrations were a success, and in
December, KN were kicked out of Humanist House. (In the process it was discovered that many of
the far-right had inﬁltrated the Humanist Society and attempted to sell the $3 million building in order
to use the money for an “education fund”).

In October and November 2009, two community
protests took place outside the Humanist House
written by a bunch of
building in Shepherd St Chippendale. Local residents
revo ratbags
had recently discovered that a group calling themselves
KN (Klub Naziya) were meeting there each month
– holding an open discussion and social group. The group exists as a coming-together space for
nationalists, white supremacists, fascists and neo-Nazis.

Free Speech and Fascism

his leads me to conclude this article
with what people in Copenhagen were
looking to as the next step in ﬁghting climate
change. Just before this and whatever the
failures of advancing a revolutionary climate
politic were, I have to say that personally,
being in Copenhagen was positive for the
reason that such gatherings will always be
somewhat positive – the chance to meet
and be inspired by many amazing people.
However, I did ﬁnd it slightly depressing
that after the actions ﬁnished a lot of focus
shifted towards the next COP (16) meeting
in Mexico in 2010. We seem to have a
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mention all this now because use of ‘people
of the global south’ did have practical
effects in that it permeated discussions on
action tactics as well as strategies for the
future at the same time as cutting across
all groups present – from the liberal left
to revolutionaries. It became a pole from
which to hoist the ﬂag of whatever your
ideology was. If certain values or positions
could be aligned with these ‘people from
the global south’, then surely they could
not be questioned. And so paciﬁsts would
argue against militant action because
of the presence of ‘people from the
global south’, an insidiously moralistic and
paternalistic line which was not effectively
countered because of the authority it
drew from presenting itself in such a way.

I

of non-white migrants across Europe – a
presence that was perhaps not as reﬂected
in Copenhagen as it should have been.

probably the most inspiring actions
of the week were inside the cages
built to hold those arrested as spontaneous
riots by those held within tore them apart.

**

the issue of Turbulence newspaper released
just before Copenhagen is fantastic. Read it
for revolutionary visions of a sustainable world
and reﬂections and analysis about summit
protests and tactics. http://turbulance.org.uk

*

ltimately, the most signiﬁcant practical
outcome in Copenhagen for the future of
the climate change movement was the failure
of world leaders to reach any agreement.
Unlike at the protests against the WTO in
Seattle in 1999, this failure was in no real
way brought about by our presence there on
the streets. However it does give us space
to move and we must ﬁll this space with
more than just planning to be in Mexico for
another summit protest. Our aim should be
that next time we gather we are doing so in
a way that reverses the current logic of the
movement – that is, instead of gathering in
the hope of building a larger movement, we
will be gathering because the force of an
already existing movement compels us too.

U

penchant for the grandly symbolic over the
difﬁculties of grassroots organising, even
when it is now clear that such symbolism
has little payoff. Surely, we all know by
now that always looking to the next summit
or gathering of world leaders to practice
our radical politics always comes at the
expense of being able to practice these
politics in a more solid, day-to-day form
within the communities we actually live in.

art of the problem seemed to be a
distinction that I had never encountered
before between the direct ‘actions’
that we organise and the more passive
‘demonstrations’ that everyone else has. Such
a distinction works against what I most hope
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n terms of the actions themselves, and how
they reﬂected an attempt at practicing
militant, revolutionary politics, a few old
problems arose. Many of the attempts at
direct action were ill-focused and poorlyjudged – although I want to make clear
I really respect us for having a go. It’s just
that at some point we have to learn form
past mistakes. Actions that were meant to be
afﬁnity group-based with hopes of being
the most militant had centralised starting
points, making it too easy for the police to
surround and arrest us. The brutal efﬁciency
of the police clearly also had an effect,
with pepper spray, tear gas, batons, attacks
dogs and the ‘kettling’ tactic used over the
week and resulting in about 1800 arrests**.
But this is a problem we must be aware
of if we keep choosing to gather outside
summits and we must learn and strategise if
these moments are to have any worth at all.

I

aving said that, I also think that most
people, especially those already in
afﬁnity groups, who arrived from out of
town had not prepared enough or weren’t
interested in bringing their own exciting ideas
and plans of actions into a larger collective
space. That is to say, we didn’t take enough
responsibility in making the functioning
of everything – the communal space, the
meeting, the actions – our own thing. Maybe
this was for security reasons or due to some
skepticism about the point of another summit
protest, but it meant the failings of this space
to effectively practice and propagate a
revolutionary climate politic was mainly our
own fault, as the opportunity was there.

H

ne other thing that was particularly
striking about the organising in
Copenhagen was the use of the term ‘people
of the global south’ as a conceptual cover-all
referring to all non-white folk who weren’t
from rich, industrialised nations. While often
used with good intentions, I found it to be
a lazy discursive practice that effectively
‘othered’ the majority of the world at the
same time as compartmentalising it in a way
that failed to recognise the very different
experiences, histories of struggle and
spaces inhabited by those it was supposedly
referring to. The term is completely hollow
because it tells us nothing of divisions of
class, status and power to name just a
cursory few. It is also confounding in terms
of what it means say for indigenous people
in Australia or North America, as well as
obscuring the presence of large communities
(both relatively new and more established)

O

to be part of when I attend a summit protest,
that is, mass direct action. It also plays into
the hands of those who draw a line between
‘good’ and ‘bad’ protesters. Unfortunately
these people were in Copenhagen in some
number too, failing to pay any attention to
what was actually happening on the streets
and worrying more about the presence of a
black bloc then of the violence of the police.
However, we shouldn’t simply accept this –
instead we should be agitating for greater
disobedience on those larger, more passive
demos. And so I was disappointed that the
fairly interesting (if not completely politically
solid) idea of creating a peoples’ assembly
just outside the COP 15 by breaching the
fences was reserved for the last day of
action. By then most people had left or were
just too tired and over it. Surely it would have
been worth attempting this on the occasion
of the largest demo (100, 000 people),
which apart from its size was a completely
redundant 3 hour stroll into nothingness.

Freedom of speech is not an abstract value that can exist in a bubble separate from everyday life, and
relations of power; it is something that only exists in practice, and only insofar as societal relationships
work to create it. Rather than unthinkingly defending these so-called “freedoms”, we need to adopt a
critical relationship to these notions, in order to develop spaces of genuine freedom.

There are a multitude of examples throughout history that reveal the central role that the state plays in
sanctioning who is afforded the right of free speech.

A more current example is around the war on terror and the subsequent rise of racism
and hate towards Muslim communities. The rhetoric surrounding the war on terror
has also ‘justiﬁed’ the introduction of new laws that highlight the role that the state
plays in determining who does and who does not have the right to free speech. It is
now
the case that if you are a white, Christian, middle class person, you apparently
n
have
more of a right to free speech than, for example a Middle Eastern born Muslim now
h
living in Australia. . In anti-terrorism trials in Melbourne and Sydney Muslim men have received jail
time for ‘radical talk’; whereas Alan Jones, the radio host who incited the Cronulla riot, received a
$10,000 ﬁne (less than a day’s pay).

The idea of freedom of speech has long been associated with impartiality from the government, and
as being a somewhat of a beacon of truth and justice. However, we only need to look to the historical
examples from the civil rights movement to see how freedom of speech is, and always has been, state
sanctioned and state controlled. Clearly freedom of speech is related to a person’s right to vote, yet
Aboriginals have only had that ‘right’ for just over 40 years. Freedom of expression also has clear links
to a person’s sexuality, yet it was only in 1984 in Hobart, Tasmania that the last gay man was arrested
for having sex with another a man on the side of the road in car – he was jailed for 8 months.

Is freedom of speech something we even want to defend?
Freedom of speech refers to the freedom to speak without limitation. An often synonymous term:
freedom of expression, refers to the act of seeking, receiving and imparting information or ideas,
regardless of the medium used. Under capitalism, freedom of speech and freedom of expression do
not exist for all, despite the rhetoric used by the ruling class. Ideas of freedom of speech are clothed in
those of ‘democracy’. It serves to legitimize and consolidate liberal democracy by creating the illusion
of freedom. The existing hierarchical class society ensures that it is only a few who have access to
the various forms of media and the planning of what is taught in our schools - these are controlled
by the government and rich. It follows, that it is the institutionalised racism, sexism, homophobia
and transphobia that is apparent in both the media and education systems which guarantees that a
completely unobstructed access to voicing of opinions on the radio or in the newspapers, for example,
is limited to the ruling class.

“Opposing fascism in all its forms”
Some folks have expressed concern with the approach of shutting down neo-nazi meetings/activities
as a form of fascism in itself. Bound up in this concern is the possibility that it could be them doing
it to “us”. In essence this is a classic conundrum of anarchist tendencies. What happens when the
advocacy of freedom for all comes up against those who would deprive others of lives, safety, homes?
But it becomes ridiculously obtuse to suggest that communities should stand by idly in the face of
violence against people because of skin colour, ethnicity or sexuality, in order that they should not
interfere with the freedoms of the perpetrators. Similarly, to suggest that shutting down neo-nazi
meetings through community demonstrations is necessarily fascist, seems a gross misunderstanding
of the nature and extent of fascism.

n fact, with capitalism in crisis across the
globe, any agreement at COP15 that
could be seen as moving forward on the
problem of climate change (and that would
require very little at all!) would provide a
moment of salvation for the current global
system. Especially because it is the inclination
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ompared to the WTO, IMF, World Bank or
other global ﬁnancial gatherings, COP15
was a more open and transparent meeting.
Obviously not nearly open or transparent
enough that we should consider it in any way
“democratic”, but with so much attention from
all corners of the world the COP 15 process
was meant to provide a veneer of legitimacy
for a liberal capitalist way of dealing with
climate change. And any agreement reached
at it could only have set such a course
because the majority of powerful and rich
industrial nations made clear beforehand
that they would not accept anything that
might negatively impact on their economies.

C

nyone who followed what happened
in Copenhagen in December, with the
protests against the COP 15 summit on
climate change, may have been greatly
underwhelmed in terms of the action from
the streets that they saw. If so, that feeling is
one mirrored by many of us who were there.
Despite this, overall events in Copenhagen
were signiﬁcant enough to necessitate
proper reﬂection. For my contribution to
that, I mainly want to focus on the politics
articulated in Copenhagen along with what
purpose there was for revolutionaries to
gather there, what we can take away from
that gathering with only a minor amount
of reporting on the actions themselves.
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n the enormous communal accommodation
space that I was staying in there were
nearly 1000 anarchists, libertarians,
autonomists from all over Europe and
beyond. There was an immediate spirit
and energy from all these folk bringing
their involvement in a myriad of different
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t was for these reasons that there did seem
to be a purpose for radicals with a solid
anti-capitalist approach to climate change
to gather on the streets of Copenhagen
in December. And across the majority of
various
groups/organisations/tendencies
that were in Copenhagen, the slogan ‘system
change, not climate change’ was in common
usage. While for many of us the intent of
such a line was deﬁnitively revolutionary, if
a bit rhetorical, for many others it took on
no more than a protest call for ‘our leaders’
to sufﬁciently reign in the market economy
so as to solve climate change. Still, with an
overall healthy skepticism about the capacity
of capitalism to play a role in creating a
sustainable solution to climate change, this
was an opportunity for alternative options
to be put forward. This was especially
important in the face of the worrying trend
within sections of this movement to call for an
increase in government intervention in daily
life. Amongst other things, such reactionary
calls could lead dangerously towards
stricter and more racist border policing.
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of many green, middle-class, liberal-types to
look to capitalism to provide a solution so as
to ensure their status and privilege are not
at stake. But with ﬁgures of 1.5º Celsius, then
2º and eventually 3º being discussed as the
aimed for cap on global temperature rise, it
has become clear that the necessary action
cannot be provided for under capitalism.
Capital requires constant growth of markets
and economies, something that cannot be
sustained if carbon output is to be reduced.

owever, despite an obvious revolutionary
spirit amongst those who had gathered
there, the focus was so overwhelmingly on
action, action, action (six days straight of
actions, often complete with mass arrests)
that there was no real space created for
critical reﬂection or discussion. While clearly
the purpose of going to Copenhagen was
to take to the streets, there surely was also
some purpose in taking the opportunity
of being there together to discuss how we
might take action that is more strategic both
in the short and long term. We might have
asked ourselves what our own roles would
be in a revolutionary climate movement.

H

struggles to the climate change movement
– an energy that suggested there would
unavoidably be spaces created at these
protests where revolutionary alternatives to
climate change would propagate. Instead
of the ongoing destructive failures of
capital, a non-hierarchical, community and
workplace-based control, organisation and
distribution of goods and resources could be
part of a more sustainable, climate-friendly
rethinking of society*. Even as climate
change increasingly becomes the dominant
issue, it is crucial to not allow it to be a
single-issue movement – moving towards
a sustainable society is inherently tied to
the emancipation and empowerment of
workers, farmers and all oppressed classes.

art of the problem that existed was the
way in which everything from the logistics,
to the meetings, to the actions were organised.
Firstly, I need to say that the people who put
a lot of time into preparing everything in
Copenhagen for those of us arriving from out
of town did amazingly well. However, there’s
a difﬁcult balance to reach when you’ve
done most of the organising of an event, and
that is knowing how to let go of the inﬂuence
that comes with being in that position and
letting the event be shaped by those who are
coming to it. I reckon an overly bureaucratic
structure – at times scarily similar to my
dealings with student politics – inhibited
the potential for actions to be organised
that would reﬂect the militant politics of
those who were there, as well as making it
difﬁcult to be adaptable in a way that the
heavy-handedness of the policing called for.
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ur inability to create in Copenhagen
these spaces of radical engagement
allowed the far too liberal, NGO-focused
and mainstream Klimaforum to preside over
all such matters. While there were some
good workshops on its program (I went along
to two good ones – one a critique of green
capitalism and one about climate refugees)
there was an overwhelmingly reformist
edge to it all. So much of what was there in
terms of workshops and stalls reduced the
matter to individualistic, lifestyle choices and
in doing so propagated green capitalism
as a viable solution to climate change. I
ﬁnd myself increasingly wary of how much
energy is spent building alliances with this
part of the movement, often at the expense
of forging stronger bonds with folk who
are more likely to be the actual proponents
of the ‘system change’ that is necessary.
This is exactly the type of issue that I was
hoping that there would be space to discuss
with other comrades in Copenhagen.
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