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62 the Super#uous Ones - a group of activists
Following in the footsteps of the Egyptian from Germany who disrupt gatherings of the
Revolution and the collective takeover of rich and powerful. $ey provide an inspiring

city squares in Spain and Greece, the last two example of resistance. A report-back on the
months has seen the emergence of an Occupy arrests of squatters who had attempted to create
movement across the world. Locally, there havea social centre, providing for community needs,
been sizeable occupations in Sydney, Melbourrfaghlights the kind of police response that we
Perth, Brisbane, as well as several in Aotearoalcan expect to face when illegally occupying
New Zealand. While the Sydney and Melbournespaces. ‘Duck footed' discusses a recent
occupations were brutally evicted by police (and@ction in support of the Sydney Uni Political

as we go to print, Occupy Brisbane has also Economy department. We continue our series
been evicted - for the moment, activists have of interviews about other radical publication
moved to another location), Melbourne was ‘re-by talking to Asher about Solidarity newsletter
occupied' last week and a second occupation witbm Aotearoa/NZ. Finally, Tristan Epstein
soon begin in Sydney. writes about protests last year against the COP-
We have been inspired by both the anti-systemit7 climate change summit in Cancun, Mexico.
character of the occupations and the attempt to$is piece highlights the di%culty in organising
construct directly democratic forms of social meaningful activism when the state is well
organisation. Even though there has beena  prepared for dissent - in this case mobilising
concerted e"ort to ridicule the movement for its the military and thousands of cops to police
lack of demands, the occupations have alreadyprotestors in Cancun. Instead it makes more
succeeded in de-naturalising the class inequalityense to set a time and place of activists' own
and lack of meaningful democracy within our choosing, as the global Occupy movement has
current social order. Forcing people to questionrecently begun to do.

such a reality is hopefully a small step towards Syzygy

collectively challenging and overcoming the

capitalist system in which we live. EDITORS FOR THIS MONTH: BlackBeard, L
In this issue we o"er several di"erent articles  Dog, Syzygy.

related to the Occupy movement. James Pollard

discusses the limitations of the slogans used P o

. d 1
by Occupy Melbourne, and suggests ideas for r.! 2 -
future activism. We think that the di"erent L feas m”h“ﬁ- N
occupations have enough in common for his x L

ideas to be relevant outside of Melbourne too. J
From Wellington, Asher critiques the world view
associated with conspiracy theories, and urges | # 1 :
Occupy activists to avoid this political dead-end. B at " ﬂ_ tﬁ
Another article criticises the tendency to blame feoi)] ; Q 1 . -

subjective human behaviour, such as greed, for

inequality, exploitation and economic crisis, '|u., o ““;n.
and argues that these are instead the result of ¥ "L ‘ '.’ "
structural features within capitalism. gt B
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FOR
DEMOCRACY
AND
DISCIPLINE

A plea to Occupy Melbourne in the days to show how certain assumptions and
following the cowardly attack of the ways of action, crystallised in the chants
Victoria Police upon our fair encampmentwe raised on the day of eviction, de#ned
at the order of the princeling, Robert and limited what the occupation was.

Doyle. "roughout the week, a clique of liberal-
paci#st activists attempted to impose
By James Pollard these ideas upon the entire assembly, and
to take control of the general assembly. In
"anks for this piece go to: Maya for the wake of the eviction, their coup over
sharing her research, insight, and the assembly has come to pass, leaving us

experience; Nat for having my back t00 jn circumstances that demand re$ection,
many times to mention; Mike for helping re-organisation, and preparation before

me edit this piece and doing the layout fyture action can be carried out with
[for the pamphlet version]; Everyone con#dence.

who stood on City Square that day,

or supported us from the streets and  alis is a peaceful protest#°

around the world; And Robert Doyle for

reminding us that we still have enemies. Leading up to, and on the day of, the

I hope | will be able to pay you all back, eviction, the constant refrain of 2peaceful

especially Robert Doyle. protest® only hampered attempts
at a serious iscussion of tactics. A
le end of Occupy Melbourne discussion of tactics is not necessarily

the endorsement of violence. It is an
On the morning of the 21st of October, attempt to enable collective responses
about 400 peaceful police, some mounteg the questions of how to respond to
on peace ponies, others wielding peace police violence, how to protect ourselves,
spray, swooped down on City Square  and what is the best way to resist
which had then been host to the camp  authority. | have seen the ideology of
of Occupy Melbourne since the 15th.  nonviolence used to end discussions on
"e Lord Mayor Robert Doyle had an- ¢yl disobedience (which is somehow
nounced earlier in the week that %t was zjways aviolent® even though the greatest

time to move on? "is is an article on  #gures of nonviolence were practicing
the eviction of the occupation. In it, I try



civil disobedience), and to discourage a ®Move forward slowly#°

pro-active reaction to the police (building-le chant we used as the cops charged us
barricades, or defending them, being  in the rear

categorised as @violent®). Moreover, it

is unfair to credit the media victory on  "e eviction went through three phases.
Friday to an ideology which | doubtis  First, there was a period of police

held by a strong majority of protestors; investment(1) which lasted approximately
nonviolence is simply not accepted three hours; second, there was a half-
completely enough to explain a causal hour of assault; third, there was a slow
link. What we instead saw was a case ofretreat through the city, going up Swan-
discipline: as a movement, we made a ston street in response to a series of
disciplined decision not to riot, in spite ofcharges by police, during which many
vile attempts by the police to provoke us.were arrested, #nally concluding at
Discipline must feature in our discourse Trades Hall. Between the second and
from this stage on as being neither third phases there was the greatest
obedience, for discipline is actually danger of a riot, but also the greatest
worked out by a thousand instantaneousopportunity was lost. Two thousand

acts of consensus in the #eld, and growspeople had come out in support of our
out of a shared culture; nor ideological movement: the moment was ripe for a
reductionism, for discipline is not mass experiment in democracy. But at
afraid to examine alternative strategies, that stage, due to a lack of prior planning
trusting in its own maturity to choose  for police violence, the movement was
the appropriate tools of struggle. When unable to act decisively. In the following

| see a protestor talking another one out hours of the slow retreat, the human

of attacking the police, | do not see the microphone proved useless for creative
triumph of nonviolent ideology. | see decision-making, in fact quelching the

the triumph of a disciplined resistance independence of groups moving to
culture. seize nearby intersections as a defense

against a second police kettle, and 2had
the e%ect of enforcing opinions as fact
through repetition® as in Los Angeles (2).
Eventually the process became dominated
- - by those who could speak loudest (the

- - ones with actual microphones). "e

LA T
.
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- 1. | use the technical term from siege warfare, during
which the attackers surround the defending castle and
move their siege weapons into place: in this case, a cor-
don around the camp which prevented reinforcements
from intervening in the assault. During this time, the
police also cleared all protestors from Swanston street,
outside the camp, which was later used as a dumping
ground for [property that was removed).

2. https://unpermittedla.wordpress.com/2011/10/03/
the-general-assembly-and-grassroots-democracy/
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collapse of radical democracy was evidetat move from schemas of representation

not only in the inability of the crowd to

to politics proper, we leave behind any

act in response to the police without hieridea that this is an act of protest.
archical leadership, and the heavily stage-
managed general assembly at Trades H&NVe are Occupy Melbourne#°

at 6:00, which took place with a heavy
police guard waiting outside (as though
to insinuate that they, too, could block
certain motions).

a\We are the 99%#°

"roughout the survival of the camp,
and all through the eviction process,
protestors took up the slogan of 3the
99&° Analysis of the movement's
political strength generally came down
to what proportion of this statistic we
represented. But as Hardt and Negri
have recently argued, in line with their
general argument of Empire-Multitude-
Commonwealth, the demand for
democracy made by the movement is
symptomatic of éhe lack + or failure

+ of political representation?(3). At its
best, the slogan 299&° represented an
awakening class consciousness (thus
the uselessness of the doctrine of 2the
100&S of unity with the police and

a rei#ted image of 2humanity®; this
language is the end of politics proper,
not its transcendence). At its worst, it
represented a vulgar materialist appeal
to democratic legitimacy, as though
there were something worth saving in
the corpse of bourgeois representative

Beneath the outward signs of our

unity, #ssures are opening in the

Occupy movement. "ose who ini-

tially convened the protest still seek to
maintain ownership over the process.
Consensus-based decision-making has
been perverted into a bureaucratic means
of silencing minority opinion (always,
always in the interests of the group:
there's not enough time, the group has
already reached a decision, or that's not
what 2we® are about, etc.). A few slogans
are promoted to the point of being
beyond any questioning; the assumption
that they are common ground labels all
criticism of them as disruptive. But as

| have sought to demonstrate in those
article, those slogans actually act as limits
imposed on the movement by those who
wish to control its potential. We must
break out of the consensus® that dictates
that we are engaging in an act of civil
protest within the coordinates of liberal
democracy. Rather, Occupy Melbourne,
and the global movement of which it is

a part, are part of a process to come up
with new models of social organisation
beyond the limits of our current political
system. "e only word | can think of for
such a process is revolution.

democracy. We are, quite simply, the 0&:

those who are precisely un-represented it this stage, it is vital that we learn

the political sphere, and who thus choos&om the lessons of our #rst occupa-

to represent themselves. When we choogen. Several issues present themselves

immediately:

3. http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.
com/2011/10/11/occupy-wall-street-as-a-#ght-for-
real-democracy/?hpt=hp_c2



1."e second occupation, at Flagsta%  shows that media coverage alone won't
gardens, has been announced with whatprevent further violence. Moreover, a lot
seems like undue haste. Remember,  of people were injured on the day, put
unlike the anti-globalisation movement, in jail, lost property, lost days of work,
which reacted to WTO and G8 summits, and lost sleep over the occupation. "e
we set the pace and the agenda. Perhapgdtiance of the leaders in sending people
is already a political impossibility to call back to the front can only function by
0% the occupation, as it has the acclaimignoring this reality.

of a series of assemblies and has already

been advertised, but activists would be 5."e problems of democracy in the

wise not to expect di%erent results from @eneral assembly must be confronted

repetition of the same strategy. and recti#ed. While in the moment of
crisis a+er the eviction, the intervention
2. Every member of the occupation of experienced leaders was probably

must be organised in a way that permits necessary (though, again, this necessity
them to partake in political, strategic,  could have been mitigated by prior

and tactical decision-making. "e most  discussion and planning, enforced
e%ective measure at this stage would through discipline), the general as-

be for individuals to form themselves  sembly has become markedly more

into a*nity groups: that is, groups of centralised in a way that is unhealthy.
people who have the shared values, trusf spokescouncil, comprising delegates
and knowledge of one another to act  from all participating organisations,
collectively both in democratic forums  a*nity groups, and special interests (i.e.

and in con$icts with the police. there should be queer, women's, and
indigenous delegates) is one alternative

3."e entirety of the movement must model which could rectify some of the

begin a study of its tactics including problems of the assembly, but as with all

safety, responses to police violence, andof my suggestions it is meant merely to
nonviolent resistance. Workshops can beinitiate debate on the challenges we face
organised on all of these subjects with as a movement.

little more resources than the energy of

those who have past experience.

4. Tactics, of course, only become an issue
in terms of an overall strategy. At the
moment, the wisest strategy is not to seek
congict with the enemy, but to emphasise
and build on the movement's strengths.
Protesting against police behaviour is
probably more e%ective at this stage than
occupying the park right now. "e fact

that Sydney was crushed, if anything,
more brutally in a dawn raid on Sunday




Against conspiracy theories:
Why our activism must be based in reality

e"following" talk" was" given" by" Asher" agjuires the participation of the masses
part"of"a"workshop"at"Occupy"Wellingtorahd therefore we have to have faith in
the ability of people to decide things for
Kia ora kotou, thanks everyone fothemselves,tocome to correctconclusions
coming. [¥4 | ] want to make it clear thatand ultimately to change the world.
I'm not here today to debunk or debate Why am | interested in conspiracy
any specilc conspiracy theory [...] Whatheories, or at least arguing against them?
| want to [talk about is] why our activismFirstly, because I'm passionate about
must be based in reality. So we'll be talkirggience and rationality, and | !nd it
about the whole conspiracy world-viewfascinating how and when these things are
we'll be talking about what | think is aignored.
much better alternative to that, but I'm Secondly, because I'm Jewish, and
not going to sit here and argue with younany conspiracy theories are antisemitic
over whether the Government is secretl whether directly and obviously (eg: Jews
poisoning us from the skies, or whetherun the world, or the media, or the banks).
shape-shi#ing reptilian lizards areSometimes its more subtle + people might
controlling our lives... not talk about Jews explicitly but they
[“4A] conspiracy theory is a theorymay use Zionist as a code word, or talk
based in supposition, one that $ies in thabout the Rothschilds, or an elite cabal of
face of evidence or science, o#en one tteltadowy bankers who all coincidentally
claims its correctness can be shown lhave Jewish surnames.
the paucity of evidence in favour of it, in Lastly, I'm interested in conspiracy
the sense that “this conspiracy goes so theories because | want radical social
that they've even buried all the evidencehange, and to have radical social change,
that proves it%' Conspiracy theories o#&e need to have an understanding of how
encourage an ‘us few enlightened folociety actually works.
versus everyone else' world view. &is We are here at Occupy because we want
creates an atmosphere where conspiratysee change. What we want di*ers: some
theorists look down on people, or sheeprant new regulations on the !nancial
as they are o#en called, and ignores tlsector, others want to change taxes or the
fact that people, by and large, are actualiginimum wage, while others still want
pretty intelligent. In and of itself thisto destroy capitalism and bring in a new
world-view is hugely problematic, for agorm of production and distribution.
I will discuss later, mass social chandeegardless of which of these boxes you !t



in, if you 't in any of them at all, we allwealthy (such as from an inheritance),
want change. then chances are you are a part of the
We're also here because we knoworking class that I'm talking about, this
we cant simply rely on Governmentcollective “our.
to benevolently grant us the changes If we agree that we cant simply rely
we desire. If we believed that, wed sit ah Government to benevolently grant
home and wait for the Government tous gi#s, and that we need to !ght for it
give us these gi#s. We're here because wgng our numbers and our power, then
know that those with power won't giveit becomes necessary to understand how
it up lightly, and that it is only through society is structured and how capitalism
our collective strength that we can wiractually functions, in order to know where
reforms, or create revolution. our collective strength comes from, where
But what do | mean when | say ‘ouwe have the most power, and where we
collective strength'? | think it's importantneed to apply the metaphorical blowtorch.
to clarify who is contained withinthe word So, why are conspiracy theories
“our. While people involved in the Occupyiot helpful here? Why are conspiracy
movements around the globe frequentlyheories not useful for developing that
refer to it as the 99+, | actually think that'aunderstanding? &ere's a variety of
a really imprecise term. So, instead, | refezasons.
to the working class. When they hear the Some
term working class, some people thinkonspiracy n\"
simply of male factory workers, but this isheories, 1 o
not what | mean. &e working class is notsuch as

limited to blue collar workers in factoriesthose

but instead it includes all of us who araround
forced to sell our labour power to survived122, even
&is includes people who are in paidif they were

employment, whether in a factory, o/ce,true, which

caf0 or retail store. It also includes thodedont beli- nceur‘f“I-HiT
who are unable to Ind paid employmenteve they are, would only tell us
or have chosen to refuse the drudgery 8G6overnments do bad things® &at's not
paid work in order to attempt to live onactually news to anyone. We know that
the meagre benelts supplied by the statéhe British Crown 3 the New Zealand
and who provide a vast potential pooGovernment stole vast tracts of land
of labour that enables the ruling class tsom Maori. We know that the Crown
further keep wages down. &e workingand the Australian Government engaged
class includes stay at home parentsy genocidal acts against Australian
doing vital unpaid work to raise the nexiaborigines. We know that Governments
generation of human beings. It includeshe world over have repeatedly sent
people who are too sick or unable to worgeople overseas to !ght, kill and die in
for other reasons. In short, if you donAivars. &ere's so, so much more, but to cut
own a business, if you aren't part of tha long story short, everybody knows that
Government, if you aren't independentlysometimes Governments do bad things.




So theories that only serve to prove thabf working class power has resulted in a
even if they were true, arent actuallpumber of changes to the functioning
particularly useful. of capitalism over time, including the
Some conspiracy theories are simplytroduction of Keynesian and Neoliberal
bizarre and the logical conclusions froneconomics in the late 2945s and 2975s
them dont !t with what their believers do. respectively.
If you actually believed that the majority of Even if conspiracy theories can
people in power around the world [weresometimes seem relatively harmless on
blood-sucking shape-shi#ing reptilianshe surface, they play a role of absorbing
from another solar system, then yows into a Ictional world, somewhat like
wouldn't limit your activity to promoting a dungeons and dragons enthusiast.
one guy's book tours around the glob®©nce you are in this !Ictional world, it
and chatting with other believers on théoecomes really easy to get lost in it and to

internet. be defensive when challenged, even when
Conspiracy theories o#en feed orthallenged on a logical, rational basis.
people’'s mistrust and their fear. &ey claim I'll quote British political blogger Jack

to provide simple answers to complicate®ay:
guestions, but actually when you examine &e trouble with conspiracy theories
them in detail they're highly complex is that they're all rendered pointless by
themselves. For example, with 9122, it one fundamental, unarguable element
seems like a simple solution to say "it wasof capitalism[...] Whatever else you
an inside job by the US Government. have to say about [capitalism], positive
But actually, when you look into what or negative, [it is] a system of elites. It
would be required for this to be true, has elitism coded into itAs DNA, from
the thousands upon thousands of people the smallest company, to the largest
who would need to be lying, it becomes multinational, from the political system
incredibly implausible. to the culture. It's purpose is to promote
Some conspiracy theories, such as elites. It does this legitimately within the
many of the shadowy !nancial cabal logic of the system. It does this publicly,
conspiracies, only serve to mystify lording super-capitalists like Bill Gates
capitalism and falsely suggest a levelor even for a time, Enron boss Ken Lay.
of control that doesnt actually exist. It lays its theories of elitism out for all
Additionally, they remove any sense of our to see, in policy projects, in university
own power, whether real or potential. A research, through political theorists.
theory which suggests such overwhelming It has no interest in secret cabals, or
power and control over the entire way conspiracies. It has no need for them.
we live our lives is actually a catalyst for It is a system openly, and publicly, run
inaction % if a group has such a high level by elites. &ey might go home at night
of control over everything, then there's not and secretly dine with their illuminati,
really anything we can do about it. On the lizard-jew, Bilderberg Group friends,
contrary, capitalism is not a static system, and laugh about how they've taken over
it is dynamic and changing and constantly the world. It doesn't matter to me or you
adapts in response to threats. &e threat whether they do or not. &ey are the



elite, and we can see who they are atiibse in power that concessions have been
how they live their lives. People knovgranted. &is happens on a small scale as
that we live in a system of elites, [whwell as a big one + when all 25 employees
act in their own] interests, according tcat a small business go on strike and refuse
the logic of the society they dominateto work until their boss gives them a pay
Everyone who looks around know thisrise, the boss is forced to listen.
We don't need internet documentaries From this example, it becomes obvious
to tell us that we're dominated, we justhat it isnt simply numbers alone that
need to go to work, or walk through allow us to exercise power. It is also using
posh neighbourhood or have a run-inthose numbers strategically to hit those in
with any politicians, big businessman opower where it hurts. As workers, we create
even a celebrity to know that. What wevealth for the bosses each and every day at
need are weapons, ways of challengiogrr jobs. Some of this wealth is returned
that domination, so maybe we donto us in the form of wages, but much is
have to live under it forever. stolen. &is stolen wealth is o#en called
Esurplus valueE. It is the accumulation
So what is the alternative to thiof surplus value, stolen by our bosses,
conspiracist world-view? For that, wehat forms the wealth of the ruling class.
need to look at history. &e history of howBut because the goods and services that
social change comes about is not alwageeate this surplus value ultimately come
easy to Ind. It suits those in power tdrom our hands and our brains, through
downplay the role of mass movements, smwllectively withdrawing our labour, we

the dominant narrative can force the bosses to give
is ot#ten one that ignoredlf you open your in to our demands.

the long term grassroottnind to0 much, So taking collective
grganising that _ha our brain  will _action [in] the workplace
appened, and simpl is one way we can impose

focuses on legislativ Il oute. our power on the bosses

change enacted by the to help us better meet our

Government of the day. But a peopleBeeds and desires. And if we extrapolate
history is out there + o#en in the fornmthis to larger numbers of work-sites, to
of Irst hand accounts by those who tookarger numbers of people both employed
part in these movements, such as thosed unemployed, then we can begin to
for homosexual law reform, or the 2975see how we can make changes to the
strike wave across New Zealand, of tHanctioning of society as a whole.
movement against native forest logging To !nish things o*, | want to emphasise
and so on. that while it is important to have an

One thing, from looking at this history,open mind, this must be tempered with
is abundantly clear. Mass action is vital commitment to rationality and the
for mass change. If you look throughtexamining of evidence. Or, to quote
history, time and time again, it is wherAustralian sceptic and comedian Tim
large groups of people have got togethétinchin, 2lf you open your mind too
and shown themselves to be a threat tauch, your brain will fall out®



“Corporate greed,” or just plain
old capitalism?

Printed here is "a pamphlet made faventually become fetters to capital's health,
participants in the 20ccupy® aka 299%#8o0 it becomes necessary to dismantle them
movement, explaining why the problem ikto! 2save! the! economy®! (i.e.! capitalism).!
not &orporate greed? but capitalism, andt's! what! we're! experiencing! now,! and!
what is meant by capitalism, crisis, antg!return!to! more!regulation,! more!taxing!
capitalist struggle, and 2occupatior® in af!the!rich!to! fund!social! services,!etc.,!is!
(libertarian) Marxist sense. Taken fronsomething! capital! cannot! a$ord! without!
libcom.org %rst! restoring! the! rate! of! pro%t,! which!
(if! possible)! would! require! more! of! the!
e 299% Movement®has! adopted! the!lsame:! rising! unemployment,! falling!
term @occupy? from! the!anti-capitalist! wages,! cuts! to! public! goods! and! services,!
tradition,!in! which! people! have! occupiedind! the! acceleration! of! energy! wars! and!
workplaces,! neighborhoods,!  schoaodinvironmental! devastation,! bringing! us!
buildings,! etc.,! as! moves! toward! takingVer!closer!to!catastrophe.! @fdrmism is
control! over!the!2means!of! production®! infutopian®; the only @realistic® way out of this
order'to'make'things!and!sharelthem,®fromiess is the path we have yet to forge.
each!according'to!ability,!to!leach!according! What! do! we! mean! by! the! term!
to!'need?!without!the! mediation!of!money&capitalism®! as! opposed! to! 2corporate!
However,! starting! with! the! originallgreed®?!Capitalismlisialsystem!ofiproduction!
Adbusterslcall,lanlin#uentiallcurrent!withinivhose!roots!could!be!found!inlcommercial!
the!movement!has!suppressed!this!historggdtivities! throughout! the! ancient! and!
treating! ®occupation®! as! a! temporaryiedieval! world,! but! which! came! into! its!
and! symbolic! means! of! petitioning! thedwn! in! early! modern! Western! Europe,!
government! to! crack! down!on!&orporatétand! in! hand! with! the! transformation!
greedlland®corruption °!Aslanti-capitalists ¢f! medieval! kingdoms! and! empires! into!
we! oppose! such! reformism! not! becaugbk! modern! system! nation-states! (16th! to!
we're! attached! to! some! @radical®! identity]'9th! centuries),! which! has! always! been!
and! certainly! not! out! of! nostalgia! for! thahseparable! from! capitalism.! (As! Marx!
old! asocialist’! movements! (whether! ofput!it,!the modern state is dssentially a
Stalinist! or! social! democratic! varieties! tbmmittee for managing the common
both! ended! up! producing! only! di$erenthlairs of the bourgeoisie as a wholel)
forms! of! capitalism).! It!is! simply! that! thelese! states! established! the! preconditions!
reformist! agenda! has! failed! repeatedlfo¥! capitalist! development! by! plundering!
(Anti-capitalist! movements,! on! the! otherthe! Americas,!Africaland!Asia,!and!setting!
hand,! from! the! Paris! Commune! of! 1871ip! colonial! regimes! there,! which! were!
to! the! present,! have! only! been! defeateglentually! taken! over! by! local! elites! and!
or! undermined! by! confusion;! prior! tolused! to! administer! their! own! capitalist!
defeat,! they! have! shown! some! promisindgvelopment! (o&en! under! the! banner! of!
beginnings.)!Reformism!has!failed'becausgdcialismP).! By! the! mid-19th! century,!
any! meaningful! pro-workertegulations capitalism! had! become! the! dominant!



force! globally,! compelling! 8all! nations,! ontalue we produceFor! example,! a! prole!
pain!oftextinction,!to!adopt! the!bourgeoisiamed! Lori! works! 8! hours! for! *10/hour,!
mode! of! production;!...!tolintroduce! whathssembling! hamburgers! at! McDonald's.!
it'calls! civilization'linto!their!midst..°! is! e! 400! hamburgers! she! makes! during!
&civilization®! could! be! analyzed! into! thethose!8!hours!selllfor*2000.! e!beef,!buns!

followinglintertwined!aspects: and! other! materials! cost! *1000,! and! the!
(1)!Two!basic!social! classpmoletariat! utilities,!wear!and!tear! on!equipment,!and!
andbourgeoisie other!expenses!cost!another!*900,!totaling!

a.! We proled (mainly! dispossessedt¥1900.!So!Lori's!llabor!ladded!*100!worth!of!
peasants! and! their! descendants)! have! malue!to!those! materials,!but! shelwas! paid!
(legal)! way! to! survive! except! by! rentinghly!*80,!so!Mr.!McDonald!made!*20! net!
ourselves!out!asbrkers. pro%t! from! the! unpaid! portion! of! Lori's!

b.! e! bourgeoid have! no! aristocratic!labor! that! day.! If! there! are! 10! employees!
position!that'would!entitle!them!to!tribute,per!shi&!working! at! the! same!average!rate!
etc.;lall'they!have!sbneyland!the!magic! oflexploitation,!and!two!shi&s!perlday,'then!
to!makelitlgrow!-!by!exploiting!ysbles Mr.! McDonald! nets! *400! each! day! from!

(2)! Alsystem! olommaodity*! exchange! that!store,!*12,000!per'month.
invading!all!'spheres!of!life,!withoneyas!  c.! So!right! at! the! point! of! production,!
theluniversallcommodity!(everything'has!#here! is! anirreconcilable contradiction
price,!solyou!can!get!anything!with!lenoughétween capital and the labor necessary
money,!and!nothing!without!it) for capital's growth! Our! interests! are!

*Commodity:!something! produced! for!fundamentally! opposed:! the! longer! and!
exchangel!rather!than!for!direct!use,!tributearder! we! work,! the! more! pro%t! the! boss!

orlgi&-giving makes,!and!vice!versa:liflwe!try!to!lighten!
3)! e! immediate process of capitalist our'work!load,'whetherlin'timelorlintensity,!
production or! ift wel demand! higher! wages! or! safer!

a.! Industrial capitalists! (from! the! conditions,! we! cut! into! the! boss's! pro%ot.!
bourgeaisie)linvest money! (known! as! is! contradiction! cannot! be! resolved!
capital®)! to! rent! land! and! buildings,! buythrough! compromise,! sincehpital will
machinery! and! raw! materials,! and! hiralie if it doesn't grow!and!capitallcan!grow!
proles!to! produc&Commodities! for! sale! +!only!by!sucking®'more!@living!labore!from!
not!because!capitalists!wariiney!to!buy! workers.! islis!the!basic!logic!of!capitalist!
other!'Commaodities! (the! traditional! logic!investment,! M-C-M":! capitalists! don'!
ofl commodity! exchange-M-C),! but! in! investlin!order!to!exchange!theirlassets!for!
order'to!make!@ro#t, 'thatlis,'more!money!something! they! want! to! use,! but!in! order!
than!was!originallylinvestet(C-M'). for! their! money! to! give! birth! to! more!

*Capital:!'money invested in order to ganoney,!and!iflit'doesn't!do!that,!they!may!
more money;dead labor,that vampire- as!well!sell'theirl assets!and!buy!a!tropical!
like, lives only by suckitiging labor, and island.!At'the!samel!time,!competition!with!
lives [...] the more labor it suckMarx,! otherlcompanies!forces!theméohstantly
Capital,!vol.!1,Ichapter!10). increase the rate of exploitatiort! either!

b.! is! trick! is! possible! becausdhe by! making! us! work! harder! or! longer,! or!
capitalist pays us for only part of the by!switching!to! new! equipment! that! can!



Es per!labor-hour,!orvidespread! proletarian! resistance,! and! as!
perate fwby'cheaper'workenslentloned'above I'this! war! cannot! end!in!
Every nawvrand!then!thebrkers manage a! truce:! capital! must! keep! pushing! back!
to push down the rate of exploitatiofibut! to! restore! the! rate! of! pro%et,! which! means!
whenlthatlis!limited!tolone!%rm, lit'threatenghdoing!previously!made!regulations.
the! %rm! with! bankruptcy! (since! other! (5)!Endlessly expanding reproduction
%rms!in!the!same!industry!are! continuing! crisis
toloperate!at!alhigher!rate);!when!workers! Not! only! is! capital! like! a! vampire;! it's!
push! down! the! rate! of! exploitation! foralsollike!acancersince!it!must!constantly!
a! whole! industry,! capital! #oods! out! ofxpand! and! multiply.! Once! a! capitalist!
that!industry!in! search! ofl more! pro%tableiakes! pro%t,! he's! got! to! make! another!
opportunities,! leading! to! mass! layo$s! (aslvestment!+!either!inlexpanding!the!same!
we've! seen!with! the! auto! industry);! whefbrm,!or!starting!a!new!one.!Evenliflhe!just!
it! a$ects! the! system! as! al whole,! we! hawatis!his!pro%otlinto!thednk, 'the!bank's!got!
alcrisis,!which!istapital's way of trying to to!lend!it!tolanother!capitalist,!or!the!bank!
restore theate of pro"t. would'goloutloflbusiness.!isliswhywelcan't!
(4)! Dog-eat-dog! @ampetition among blame!the!crisis! on! banks,!dfall Street
capitalistson!a!(freelor!regulated)!market.for! that! matter:vithout banks or the stock
is! is! why! subjective! attitudes! like! exchange, industrial capitalists wouldn't
greedarelirrelevant:levenliflanlentrepreneupoke able to come up with enough money to
happens! to! be! Mother! Teresa,! and! hdnly the expensive facilities necessary to
whole!reason!for!going!into!businessl!is!tedirvive in competition with other "rrhAt!
create'humane!jobs,!do®green®!productioritie!same!timethancial institutions can't
and! give! to! charity,! either! her! productdurvive without constantly making loans
are! limited! to! a! tiny! niche! market! forend investmentd,and! when!there! are! no!
rich! people! trying! to! assuage! their! guiltyro%table! opportunities,! either! there! is! a!
consciences! (like! the!?fair! trade® market)tisis,! or! %nanciers! start! inventing! ways!
orlmorellikely,!her!products!are!undersoldb! make! pro%ts! on! paper! (hedge! funds,!
by!other!companies!that!pay!theirlworkerstc.)! ! until! someone! %gures! out! there's!
slightly! less,! or! pollute! a! little! more.! Shabt! enough! production! and! consumption!
is! forced! to! follow! their! example! or! gajoinglon'tolback!itlup.!And'thislis!lobviously!
bankrupt.!No amount of government NOT!becauseleveryone'has!all'the!products!
regulation can fundamentally change they!need!or! want;!a! sixth! of! the! world's!
this:! such! regulation! cuts! directly! intopopulation! is! chronically! malnourished,!
pro%it,! so! there! is! always! a! tug! of! warld! yet! %elds! lie! fallow,! farm! equipment!
between! capitalists! and! anyone! who! triegbnds! unused,! and! ridiculous! amounts!
to! regulate! the! market! by! raising! thedf! food! are! thrown! away! every! day.! e!
minimum!wage,!improving!environmentallreason! is! that! people! don't! have! enough!
protection! standards,! etc.! is!tug! of'war!money! to! buy! the! products,! and! this! is!
is! really! atlisplacement of thdass war because!companies!wont!hire!them! (or!if!
between capital and labadrthe! state! and!they!do,! the! wages!are!too! low),! and! this!
most! o+cial! @labor®! organizations! arein!turn! because! it! wouldn't! be! pro%itable!
just! responding! to,! or! trying! to! preempt.for! the! companies! to! expand,! since! they!



couldnt! selll any! more! products! at! ahrough'militarylorlecologicallapocalypse...!
pro%itablelprice... Orliflwe!don't! end!the! reign! of! capital! by!
$is crisis will not end until'thelrate!of! turning this movement of #Occupy'
pro%tlis!restored,!'which!would!require:  protests® into a movement to occupy the
(1)! the! rate! of! exploitation! to! increaseheans of production .
considerably,!and!sincelit'sthard!to!imagine! $roughout the 19th century,! capital!
how!we!could!survive!the!stress!oflworkingdstored! its! rate! of! pro%t! about! every!
any! harder! or! longer! than! we're! alreadglecade! through! a! crisis! of! two! or! three!
working,!the!main!way!tolincrease!the!ratgtars.!In!the!early!20th!century,!imperialist!
oflexploitation!would!be!bgbntinuing to  expansion!postponed!crisis!untillthe!great!
lay o! workers and cut wageés!including! crash! of! 1929lf then took a decade of
the! social wage made! up! of! welfare!ldepression and the most devastating war
bene%its,! public! transit,! homeless! shelteirs tuman historyito!liquidate!enough!old!
etc.!(paidlindirectly!by!capitalists!to!proleshpital,! plunder! enough! @resources?! and!
vialtaxes!and!donation!to!non-pro%ts); open!up'enough!new!markets'tolrestore!the!
(2)! the! liquidation! of! old! capital,!rate! of! pro%t,! creating! the! conditions! for!
including! products! that! can't! be! soldthelGolden Age of both capitalist growth
pro%tably,! obsolescent! %xed! capitaid pro-working-class regulatior,from!
(machines,! etc.),! andfctitious capital 1945!to! about! 1970.! Don't! forg&twas
(that!is,'paper claims to wealth above that the end of this boom, in 196Bthat!
actual value of the commodities to whidklatively?privileged®workers'!and!students!
they originally referredivalue!thatlis!alwaysthroughout! the! First! World! erupted! in!
falling! due! to! technological! developmentevolt against the spiritual poverty of
while! paper! claims! to! that! value,! oncehpitalist prosperity,! and! against! 2work®!
sold!onlinlaldiserent!form,!are!not!writtenitself.! at'was!the!best!lifelhas!been!under!
down!untilla!%nancial! crunch;!historicallygiapitalism!for!many!of!those!who!brought!
warlhas!beenlan!important'way!old!capitdfrance! close! to! revolutiothiat is about
islliquidated); the best reformism can hope fdiand!we!
(3)! continuing! to! cut! the! cost! oflprobably! wouldnt! survive! to! see! even! a!
production! by! plundering! land,! water,Yeturn!to!that.
and! other! @esources®! from! the! world's! If! the! 99<! Movement! fails! to! produce!
few! remaining! peasant! communitieghe!revolutionlwe!need,!dont!lose!hope=IAt!
withlanything!le&!to! steal,!and! by! miningeastlwe're!%nally!'coming!together,!building!
the! bodies! oft humans! and! other! animals&tworks! for! future! struggles,! %guring!
for! @resources®! such! as! organs,! plasmaylt! what! doesnt! work,! and! learning! to!
DNAYs;'and cooperate,!inclusively! and! democratically,!
(4)! the! opening! of! new! markets! (orto! take! things,! make! things! and! share!
Mars?),! and! the! continued! creation! othem!without the mediation of money,
new! lines! of! products! (for!' those! who! capblitical parties or the staté-! building!
asord! them),! commaoditizing! any, foundations! for! a! new,! truly! free! society!
of'Ilfe'yet'tolbelcomml1;\e ﬁohr‘g};ﬁ’ avithin!the!shellloflthelold °!Nowl!let's!move!

perhapsy: on!to!apermanent global strikéand!the!
atlis s, i f’@éﬁ’a} dvﬁt dés t‘ifo)ﬁ& cg:cupatlon of everything for everyone(
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ey!wearlwhite!masks!and!red!hoodies,!and!they!turnlup!where!they're!niddéh! e!
Super#uous!Ones!storm!luxury'restaurants!and!eatlfrom!the!plates!oftheitietate!
food!from!expensive!organic!supermarkets!to! give!itlaway!free.! e!cokektiown!as!
the!Super#uous!Ones!has!been!disrupting!business-as-usuallinlvarious!partséofyGerm
forlsome!5lyears.! eylwake!up!nasty!politicians,!disrupt!neoliberal!fessin!city!and!
university,!land!occupy'the!workplaces!oflanti-social'bureaucrats.! ey'hold!atitndrdob!
Centres'!(like!the!Job!Network!in! Australia),!and!$ght!against!temporaryldbsicist!
discrimination.

Most!recently,!they!stormed!the!stage!at!the! Press! Conference!byttos! foetCity!
Developmentlin!Berlin,!as!she!presented!the!o%cial!Overview!of!rentlincreassiatros
city,'on!May!30th!thislyear.!Anlinterview!about!this!action!appears!below.

But!$rst,!some!local!context.!Germany!might!'seemllike!allong'way!away.!Buttkklis
are! surprisingly! familiar! right! at! home.! As! canny! Mutiny! readers! no! doutsi}, kthe!
Australian!governmentlis!currently!unleashing!almassivelassault!on!thployediand!
thelwelfare-bene$ts!system!as!alwhole.!

It! goes! way! beyond! the! compulsory! gincome! management®! imposed! throagh! th
dreaded!BasicsCard,!'which!has!been!rolled-out!to!apply!tolunemployed!peopltiatross!
country,!la&er!$rst!being!in#icted!on! Aboriginal!people!in!the!NT!for!the! patyéars.!
(is!policy!puts!halfla!person's!welfare!payment!on!alcard!that!can!oniydbd!in!some!
big!chain!stores!to! buy! certain!items,! causing! untold! su*ering!in!the!NT).! e!changes!
encompass! heavier! 2breache! penalties,! including! suspension! of! the! entire! ueeinploy
(Newstart)paymentiforimissing'an'appointment.!litimeans'restricted!acdesisickbility!
Support!Pension! (DSP),!'and!more!pointless!busy-work!being!imposed!on! Newdtart!ar
DSP!recipients.!(For'full'details,!check!out:!lassemblyfordignity.wordpress.com/)

Hand-in-hand!with!this!government!onslaughtlis!the!corny!but!relentless!ungaaplo
bashing!hysteria! served!up!by!the! corporate! media.! Going!by!the! commentd!@eict
assorted! news! websites,! the! past! few! decades! of! neo-liberal! brainwashing! #ind! ac
decimation!of! people's!lives,!have!borne!the!ugly!fruit! of' hatred! amseggihs! of the!
populace!towards!the! downtrodden,!the!2unproductive’!and!worst! tfialPbludgers°!
wholapparently!refuse!to!ful$l'their'hallowed!duty!oflworking!a!job.!

Never! mind! the! fact! that! capitalism! creates! unemployment! structurally,! aitl! th
apro$table!work®! (work!that!bosses!willlpay!for)!doesn't!match!uptivétdesires, ! skills!
and!talents!oflgrowing!numbers!of!people.!

elunderlying!thrust!oflthe!government!onslaught!and!associated!mediéhpanic'!
islultimately!aimed!at!enforcing!a!way!of!life.!Namely,!a!life! oflwork! +!lowtpaidid,!
as! much! of!it! as! possible,! and! preferably! with! maximum! compliance! to! the! demand
ofl capital.! What's!more,! this! enforcement! applies! not! just! to! thosed!dtitiges! of! the!
workforce,!but!across!the!workforce!as!a!whole,! orlmore!accuratelyitishhelass! +!



understood!as!everyonelwhoselonly!source!oflwealthlis!lour!capacity!to!'work!forlwages.
While! capitalism! routinely! throws! people! onto! the! human! scrap! heap,! theteroe!
deemed!@irrelevant®!lor!super#uous!to!its!requirements,!it'wants!to!see!thopelweaie;!
and!alll oflus!besides,! competing! more!to! work! harder! for!less.! It' hates! the!itiga! tha
might!have!otherlplans,!that'we!might!refuseland!run!our!own!show!(or!oitaletover!
the!show!entirely).

And! this! is! where! the! Super#ous! Ones! come!in.! e! hysteria! and! slander! agains
“bludgers''whipped!up!by!medialand!politicians!is!just!as!frenzied!in! Gertaadithey!
laughlintits!face.! eylo*erlus!anlexample!oflwhat!/de$ance!can!look!like.!!In!theirlattitude
oflrefusal'to! be! shamed,! of! solidarity! 4from! below®! with! all! thostie@mrong! end! of!
capitalism's!stick,!and!their!bold!actions!against!the! perpetrators! of fatithe! while!
they!loudly!declare:!2we!regret!nothing+°!

$e"following"interview"is"adapted"from"the"German"originah"appeared"in"the"radical"
mag"Anti-Berliner,"published"y"the"group"Anti-Fascist"Le%"Beslies ¥ ¢heir disruption”
of"the"Press"Conference"by"the" Senator"for" City"Developmentas" 8elipresented"the"
o#cial"Overview"of "rent"rises"across"the"city,"on"May"30th"this"year].

Q:Why storm this press conference? What's so bad about an overview of how much
rents cost across the city's districts?

Well,litsInotlsolharmless!as!that.! eloverviewlis!not!an!impartiaklatdevelopmentslin!
di*erentldistricts.! ela*ordable,!older!leases!are!not!taken!into!account.! e!Overview!
presents!rent!hikes!as!legitimate.!lt'makes!clear!that!simply!living!is! ¢iyhisesnoming!
morelexpensive.!! atlislalformloflexclusion:!because!we!cant!a*orddthgihglany!'more,!
we're!driven!out!oflour!neighbourhoods.!Butlwe!like!wherelwe!live,! andbistaty.! We!
won'tlleavelthelinner-city!to!fat!cats!and!speculators.!Forl!that!reesisiptmed!the!stage!
atlthelpress!conference.!Welcouldn't!let'the!Senator'tell'the!journalistssinéalility'how!
great! development!is! and! how! fantastically! property! prices! are! k&tirag in! various!
urban!hotspots+! Rising!rents! are! something!we!simply! can't! a*ord! anymbead8gh!
oflthat+

Q:You always wear masks. Why?
Aslfarlas!people!are!concerned,!capitalism!is!interested!only!in!their!bwereawer.!
Inlits!eyes,!people!exist!as!a!faceless!and!exploitable! resource.! One's! meaghtedoflwo
understood!onlylin!terms!oflexploitability.! elhuman!personlis!nollongerirate, 'welare!
only!perceived!as!alfaceless!mass!t!and!solour'masks.!'We!stand!for! pgoptéitiiet!
wholarelimpacted!by!poverty!and!exploitation.!Forlrefugees!just!as!moctitedtingle!
mothers!who!have!to!battle!through!on!low-wage!jobs.

Q: What do you struggle against?
Welwant!to!make!people!aware!of!the!di*erent!forms!ofloppression!and!ax¢Bisaal!
exclusion'happens!every!day!to! so!many!oflus,!forlexample!in!the! Job! Cerag tgimi
Centrelink!and!Job!Network],'wherelwelare!belittied!by'the!bureaucrats, 'wiven!tmit!
up'withleveryllast!thing.!Orlwhenlwe!have!to'take!lsome!dreadful!job\vbipaaitis! by 'far!



not!enough'tollive!on+!And!then!welare!further!attacked.! e!moral!panic!velilyp!by!
Sarrazin!(a!far-right!politician),'where!he!accuses!people!like!us!of!being!lazy!freeload
and!parasites!on!society,lis!gaining!support.!

Q: So the Super'uous Ones are the “social parasites' we've heard so much abiout f
Sarrazin?

Yes,!you!could!say!that.! But!we!are!also!much!more.! For!example,! the! tbattees!
putlin!detention!and!expected!to!livel on!food!vouchers.! rough!their'voucheksstim!
Henningsdorf!(suburb!of!Berlin),!they!too!are!right!now!raising!their! voices!against! this
exclusion.'We'arelall'those!who,linlour!society,larelviewed!as!unnecessasgvetdon't!
complylwith!their!lrequirements!for!pro$t-making.!
Welarelthelones!whose!mouths!they!want!to!gag!+!but!they!won't!ntdkégjare!many!
and!welcan!bel!very,!very!loud;!preferably!exactly!in'those!places!where!theyhtitoit!'wa
hear!us.!Forlexample,lin!the!Job!Centres,!luxury!restaurants!+!or!at'the! PresshCenf
forlthe!Overview!oflrentlincreases.

Super uous"Manifesto"+"taken"from"www.die-ueber uessigen.net

a elSuper#uous!Ones!wearltracksuits,!as!theylexpectlallotloflmovement.! e!Supestuo
place! white! masks! over! their! faces,! as! many! $ghting! activists! do! the! world! over.! eil
respect!and!a%nity!goes!to!the! Sans!Papiers![undocumented!migrants]!to!thevwbmen!
strike! inl world! market! factories,! to! the! precarious,! to! the!invisibles¥s! el&#pous!
Oneslarelinlsolidarity!with!those!on!the!move!tolwherever!hardship!aeddinoe!them,!
and!who! constantly! have!to!invent! their! livelihood! out! of! nothing.! epBr#uous!are!
everywhere!and!without!boundaries,!as!capitalist'exploitation!islitself.

elSuper#uouslarelpeoplelin'thelindustriallstates, who'have!beenlexdhodedbcietyAs!
wealth.! ey!are!those!targeted! by! the! class! war! from! above! andlitneht! poverty-
campaigns:!theylare!thelunemployed!whose!rights!get!abolished!moretaridhey!are!
the!refugees!ruled! by!racist!immigration! laws,! they!are! the! single! mothers! pushed!in
low-paid!jobs,!they!are!the!old!'who!have!to!beg!for!winter!shoes!in!the Witz étioey!
are'the!sick!who!can!not!a*ord!treatment.

e!Super#uous!see!the!cause!of!their!situation!in!al system!fanatical! atoatwhich!
doesnt!render!unpleasant!work!super#uous,!but!rather'human!beings.! Jointbtthel!
up'to!defy'thelcoercion'toladjustloneselflever!more'thoroughly, for'lbewg@ioisurvive.

e!Super#uous!do!not!accept!any!longer!being!reduced!to!waste-products! of capitali
ey're!fed!up!with!tearing!each!other!to!pieces!in!competition!for!the! crunasséd! by!
thelsystem.

e!Super#uous!break!out!oflthe!2-room-couch-tv-cages!and!run!theirlown!program.

e! Super#uous! smile! to! each! other! while! storming! towards! the! strongholdsiedf!
fundamentalists!of!capital't!as!they!have!alwhole!world!to!win°



A Better Squat Eviction

——
_—
For 3 months some homeless students, anarchists & workers had been squattiige massive

3 story St Michael's Cathedral in Darlington, Sydney and had plans to turrit into a social

centre and accessible accommodation. The occupiers had been able to tdia properly

functioning kitchen for community dinners, had rigged the electricit y to prowde Ilghtlng and
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some 7 years or so.
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On September 14, security guards employed by the catholic churchyho claims ownership
over the building, discovered that there were people living in thecathedral. they lied to the
occupiers about a number of issues, most importantly promising thatthey would open up
lines of communication with the arch diosese. Instead they immediatel called the police
creating a confusing and more vulnerable situation for those living there.

The building was considered by the squatters to be in a prime loation for a social centre.

It is easily accessed by public transport, close to the city, ma major roadway on Sydney

Unlver5|ty property and it could have housed up to 50 people. Aer puttlng so much work
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possible for the state to make this insurrection go away. Theesistance was made as public

as possible, there were multiple banners dropped from the buildingand surrounding areas,
mainstream media were contacted and calls for solidarity were made téhe anarcho squatting
community (and wider). The emphasis was on making links between evergne’s housing

crisis. All renters, and mortgagees are subjected to decisions atheir living situations without
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security guards, so they occupied the roof where they wou be most visible. The location
of the premises was on a popular student route to the main grands of Sydney University
and, ironically, the spectacle of the police attack on the peoplen the roof brought many
supporters along (almost 1000) to observe what was happening.
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entering without permission on the premises. Beyond this, two dhers were charged, one with
retrospective trespass, and the other for behaviour on the street below

Currently all those arrested are in the process of dealing with theircourt cases. They are

calling for the courts to drop the charges against them. This pocess will probably last until

the end of the year, wearing those |nd|V|duaIs out unless we who glitically support actions
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The biggest thing is that once again, some more people have lost #ir homes. Usually this

is an invisible part of capitalism. The beauty of this occupaton was in the highly visible

resistance to the state and church. Housing struggles aren't jushe concern of squatters.

Renters are forced to pay week by week to live in houses that the aver refuses to upkeep
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homes repossessed at the banks’ whim. Our homes need to be our own. Itisne for more

empty buildings to be made liveable, it's time for rent strikes, it'stime to smash the banks into
rubble and it's time to occupy our town centres. It has been for dong time.

anarchists & anti-authoritarians



Cancun, December
2010

"is is a re#ection on the December arrival of protestors making this point
2010 protests in Cancun, Mexico at thwith a propaganda campaign against them
16th Conference of Parties (COP16). "eand thousands of heavily armed police.
COP conferences are the main forum at Most states came to Cancun to do
which governments negotiate a collectiveusiness. "e relationship between
response to climate change. Becauskmate talks and business is called carbon
governments cant be trusted, thes#ading. Carbon trading is based on the
conferences are accompanied by protesti@rgets for carbon emission reduction
| went along as part of a translatiorspelled out in the Kyoto protocol, a treaty
team put together by an internationain which governments have agreed to
network of campesino organisationdimit their emissions to certain levels.
called La Via Campesina (the way of th&re are penalties for states exceeding
peasant farmer). Two non-Mexican Vidheir emissions quotas. "ese penalties
employees were based in Chiapas, Mexi€&n be avoided by ‘o&setting' emissions
"ey recruited from among the people or by buying unused carbon quotas from
they knew, including my housemates, andther states. Carbon trading does not
| ended up as part of the translator teanfeduce the amount of carbon released
Before becoming a translator | wasninto the atmosphere. O&setting can mean
thinking of going to Cancun. | didn't think investing in carbon sinks including forests
that the protests would be very usefufn indigenous land. Sinks absorb carbon
"e scienti$c consensus is that 350ppmfrom the atmosphere whether or not they
Carbon Dioxide in the atmosphere is th@ppear in the portfolio of multinational
target level to avert catastrophic climateorporations. "e sale by low-emissions
change. We are currently over 394ppraountries, invariably poor, of their
and rising. Only economic collapse in theinful$lled carbon quotas to industrialized
US, Eastern Europe, Spain and Greegeuntries perpetuates structuralinequality.
gives the West some small chance &8 is because selling carbon quotas takes
reaching the inadequate targets spelt othe place of developing an autonomous
in the Kyoto Protocol. Since 2000 oveihdustrial base. Poor countries continue to
three trillion dollars have been investediie dependent on imports so industrialized
reversing economic collapse, perhapountries quickly recover their outlay
$%y times the total global investment iand more. Worse, carbon quotas can be
studying, mitigating and preparing forpaid for through foreign aid and carbon
climate change. Governments are makingduction budget allocations of rich
no serious attempts to achieve the 350pp@aountries, e&ectively using this money to
target. "e city of Cancun prepared for the subsidize carbon emissions. Negotiating



carbon trading at COP16 advancedself up to lead a groundswell of popular
business agreements barley related toobilization demanding action on climate
connected to the reduction of CO2 levelshange and to channel that energy along
in the atmosphere. It also ignored thdines of climate justice as determined by
probability that it is already too late forBolivia itself. "e Bolivian state, or in fact
making reductions and the necessity tany state, may or may not be the right
prepare for the climate su&ering whickentity to lead such a movement. At the
will most a&ect the poor. moment this question remains theoretical
Western governments were not the onlgs such a movement did not exist in
ones in Cancun out to make some moneZancun.
Heads of state from the global South "e impetus to protest at the COP16
arrived more than ready to make a deadummit came directly from the COP15
"e President of tiny island state Kiribati Copenhagen summit. Many participants
has been one of the most outspokemoved from one to the other. Copenhagen
advocates for carbon reduction. His paladtself represented little that was new in
and the gigantic seawall mined from cordkrms of protest, instead being a revival
reefs which protects it have been paid faf the summit protests that formed part
by the West. "e thousands of tourists of the ant-globalization upsurge from
who come by jet to enjoy air conditioningl994-2001. Copenhagen did not seem to
and imported food come from the Westbe a development of the summit protest
"e president knows on which side his model. In terms of form, Copenhagen

bread is buttered. included music,

Like many others, Western Governments puppets, theatre and the
he was in Cancun towere not the only ones spectacle of a myriad
make some money. in Cancun out to make of di&erent interest
_ Bolivia was notggme money’ groups converging
in Cancun to make with a common goal.
money. It is unclear if However that goal

it was there to avert climate catastropheeemed ill-de$ned even in comparison
Its failed e&ort to mandate a reduction afo the WTO protests of the 1990s. While
carbon in the atmosphere to pre-industriathere were some militant anti-capitalists,
levels was at odds with the expansion efjually there were many who believed that
its own natural gas industry. Its calls fothe elites making the decisions needed
an open process contradicted its e&ortmly good information to do the right
to shut down a discussion of its naturathing. A consensus was probably that the
gas production at Cochabamba [WorldCOP process could and would work given
People’s conference on climate changi*cient goodwill. People were surprised
held in Cochabamba, Bolivia in 2010by the level of policing and the extent of
eds.]. Its claim to champion the interestthe political sell-out, which is in turn
of the third world proved more $gurativesurprising given the experience of other
than literal as most small states sold thesummit protests.

signatures to the highest bidder, which Itis interesting that Cancun was the site
Bolivia was not. It seems that Bolivia seif one of the last of the anti-globalisation



summit protests. In 2003 South Koreastate of Chiapas. Di&erent groups in
farmer Kim Lee stabbed himself on tophe Congress tried to get away from the
of a police barricade as a form of protegpitched battle in Cancun by organizing
With his death he sought to communicatevents elsewhere. "e People's Front in
the pain of farmers to decision maker®efence of the Earth (FPDT) called a
and appeal to their humanity. "ey had gathering in defense of the land in Atenco,
little. Given that protesters were goodhear Mexico City, in November. "is was
enough to stab themselves the police welia@lowed by a gathering in defense of water
remarkably gentle in their treatment ofin Yaqui territory in the North of Mexico,
protestors. At COP16 in 2010 an anarchabout 3000km distant from Cancun.
punk contingent painted their bus withMany people who ended up working with
Lee's image without considering that théhe Via travelled up to this gathering from
target and form of his protest contradictedChiapas then followed on with another
their own direct action ethos. Even thosmassive bus trip to Cancun- like going
who knew that goodwill plays no partfrom Melbourne to Perth to Brisbane.
in politics saw no other option than to"ese gatherings didn't make much of an
appeal to power. "e police massivelyimpact because they were small, attracted
overwhelmed the protestors to the exterdittle attention and because con#ict
that there were very few incidents obetween indigenous groups in Oaxaca,
police violence. "e climate movement both aligned with the Congreso, pushed
completed the trajectory of the 8 year antits way on to centre stage. At Cancun
globalization upsurge in just two yearshe only reference to the Zapatistas and
and ended up stuck at the same point. the National Indigenous Congress was
"e coalition of protestors at COP16 the odd t-shirt or slogan. Only the FPDT
was not tightly organized. | wasn't involveananaged to cross sectarian lines, much to
with the vegan disciples of the supremiheir credit.
master [global cult advocating veganism- Anarchists, particularly  anarcho-
Eds] or the big NGOs like Greenpeacpunks with a DIY ethic mobilized in
and Oxfam which were doing their mediaMexico City and Oaxaca. "eir anti-C@P
stunts. | also wasnt involved in any of theosition was that both CAPitalism and the
youth or civil society organizations thatCOP process were part of the problem.
were allowed inside the venue, sort ofterestingly, only the anti-COP position
I'll talk about the protest coalition thatwas contentious on the ground. "e
emerged between COP15 and 16 and wasnks looked to collaborate with another
on the streets in Cancun, kind of. I'll stargroup while maintaining their autonomy.
furthest out from the Via and then worklt seemed like their only hope in a city
my way in. totally #ooded by machine gun wielding
"e largest and most militant security agents. "ey ended up inside the
campesino organization in Mexico is th&/ia Campesina campsite.
National Indigenous Congress, of which Directly from COP15 came the
prominent members are the Zapatistaklimaforum. "is group negotiated with
"e Zapatistas are a 10 000 strong guerillahe Mexican government for a space and
army with autonomous territory in the ended up getting a polo club some 40km



away from Cancun. "ey charged +5 awas around the campground and Evo
day for camping and the same for a medijmself came to speak on the last day. As
meaning that each day in their camp costell as the campground, the Via hired out
more than three days on the minimuma hotel in the tourist zone of Cancun for
Mexican wage. "ey had open spaces fodelegates and volunteers above a certain
workshops, but the program was largellevel. Many of the decisions were made at
empty. "ey anticipated 2-3000 people this hotel between leaders of the di&erent
and ended up with at most 200. In the endnember organisations, bureaucrats and
it was reserved for meditation, yoga andther people who | was never able to
bongos. identify. "e organization itself may (or

"e Espacio Dialogo Mexicano came may not) have been democratic but the
from an early split with Klimaforum. "ey structure of the protest camp was totally
disagreed with the decision to negotiatebscure "e sports ground where the Via
with the Mexican state and thought thatampgrounds were was about 40km from
the organisational processes and politicthe Moon Palace [where the conference
assumptions imported from Copenhagenvas being held- Eds.] and the government,
clashed with the reality in Mexico. "ere but in downtown Cancun.
is very little faith in the government in "e format of its event was a single large
Mexico. Espacio's decision to split wittassembly with blocks of speakers holding
Klimaforum was part of why Klimaforum the platform for a couple of hours at a time,
ended up an enclave for foreignerdollowed by a few minutes of questions.
Espacio made a real e&ort to work acroEach morning there was an indigenous
di&erent groups and had open spaces foeremony led by a di&erent group, 0%en
workshops and small group activitiespoorly attended. In fact, many sessions
"ey expected 3,000 people and ended upvere badly attended. A crew of volunteers,
with about 300. Because they had preparetbstly foreigners, tried to make things
infrastructure for many more people tharrun in accordance with the wishes of the
were there they put the squeeze on ftrigher-ups. Sometimes the wishes of the
money. Many of the speakers at Espadmgher-ups were a bit weird. "ere was a

were also on stage with the Via. brief attempt to force people to go to the
Via Campesina was the least DIY of

the organisations. Its sta& were paid ¢ o L

it contracted commercially for food, tent 5

lighting, sound and seating. It decided
work apart from the other groups becau

it planned for the Cancun protests to be Q'? =L
opportunity to strengthen its organizatio ¥ 20 4 ':-'L_L!'f.'-'
as a network and to establish itself a 4 Q 0= -

i ¥

presence in the climate change movem:e
"ere was some sort of relationshig
between the Via and the Morals
government of Bolivia, as a private pla
load full of Bolivian musicians and activis

e
copl6o

2000



sessions by barring access to the sleepind'ere were street protests in Cancun.
area while sessions were in progres® $rst was on the second day of the
Westerners kicking indigenous peopleonference to commemorate Lee's death,
out of their tents to make them listerwith a march to the very spot. "ere was
to hours of panels for their own good i® lot of nervousness, speeches which
not the coolest scenario. "ere was also #&w people listened to and far too many
mad scramble to put together things likgournalists. Nothing much happened and
drainage for showers, drawing derisionve marched back to the camp.
from the punks with their demonstration "e second and last street march was a
eco-bathroom, but not much help withkind of attempt to assault the Moon Palace
the digging. itself. "is direct assault was provoked by
Despite the many failings, the Viahe fact that attempts to intervene inside
Campesina site ended up being the biggebke o*cial process had failed totally. "e
protest camp. "ey had anticipated 3 main agreement by the heads of state, as
-6,000 people but ended up with 2 + 3,00pcompted by Walmart and Rio Tinto, had
Because they had already paid for tenteeen around REDD/. "is is a carbon
and catering for many more than theyrading bonanza that commercializes
had, they ended up letting everybodijndigenous land and makes indigenous
who wanted to stay and eat for free. "ispeoples defacto employees of
alone was more than enough to lurenultinationals without control over their

people away from _ own lands. We began with
the other two protest there was a symbolic march in Cancun
sites, even thoughVirtually no followed by an attempt to go
the food was mostly engagement with by bus convoy 40km out to
meat and transgenicthe people living storm the o*cial conference.

corn. Becaus_e of_thein Cancun or any Because the Via could only
political diversity . guarantee bus places for
street protest : .
at the camp, from its own people, this march
punks through to excluded both locals and
communists through to party hacksprotestors from the other sites. Shortly
it was an interesting enough place ta%er departure the police cut the protest
be, especially while nobody was on thzaravan in half and redirected the tail end
fucking microphone. In fact, becausédack into the city, causing a huge tra*c
it was such an ace place to be there wam. A%er a couple of hours of negotiating
virtually no engagement with the peopl@nd driving in circles the caravan reunited
living in Cancun or any street protestand continued another 10km down the
Admittedly, the police had blanketedroad before being stopped by a second
the city with propaganda saying that weolice roadblock. We got around this one
protestors ate children. We ourselves hduy getting o0& the busses and walking for
the general idea that we would be torturedbout half an hour before arriving at the
to death if caught by ourselves so thisiost massive police barricade towering
didn't encourage people to go out into thd0m across the highway with literally
world. thousands of police on horses, motorbikes,



helicopters armed with everything fromabandoned in favor of listening to Evo
sticks to hand grenades. "is was where w@lorales. A%er many hours preparation
stopped. "e Via actually stopped a couplehe came and gave a speech which was
of hundred meters short of this barricademostly about US imperialism. Even
to avoid a punch up. "is prompted some more popular was the Via's decision that
punks to make a @via campesina, sold ouverybody would be allowed to keep the
banner and show it 0& to the media. "eyfoam mattress that they had been given
later asked if they could still come and e& camp on. "en it was goodbye to the
at the Via campsite. ace people Id run into at the camp and
"ere were some speeches that nobodw very long bus trip, prolonged by the
listened to while most people went up taletermination of the police to force us to
investigate the police obelisk and launchdetour a few hundred km out of our way.
hal7earted assault with a giant in#atable Was it worth it? We didn't reduce
hammer. No luck. Eventually provokingclimate change. We probably didn't make
the police stopped being fun when abowny di&erence to the deal that was done
a million of them sprung out from wherein the o*cial conference. We didn't make
they had been hiding inside a telephonany advances in developing new tactics,
booth and tried to surround the protestorsgdiscourses of greater political unity. We
at which time everybody ran away as fadtd have a fairly fun time by the beach
as they fucking could. with friends. Just like it promises in the
"e next day the entire program was tourist brochures.




dues to help fund our work. Combined with
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print more or less as many copies as we are
realistically able to distribute.

The biggest issue has certainly been
content. We are a small group, and we're
S O LI DARITY all busy people - most of us work full or
part time, some study as well and some
1. Why did you decide to start the ha\{g children. In the 33 months since our o
©E&U P88 s O Ns x U0 PX ®sEE E!

managed to put out 17 issues of Solidarity.
So, despite a target of being monthly, the

When we formed the Aotearoa Workers reality is we've only really done a little better
Solidarity Movement (AWSM) back in than one issue every 2 months. At our
October 2008, we decided that one of the recent national conference, we decided that
thlngs we wanted to do was a free monthly from now on we will only publish bimonthly,

Xs'aalssid _s "sEs _s©Xbus6tapWedesidhatis agnore realistic target to
some of the other similar projects done meet until the organisation grows large

by anarchist-communist groups in other enough to support more.
countries, like Resistance (published by . ) . .
the UK Anarchist Federation) and Workers 3. In Mutiny it sometimes feels like articles

Solidarity (by the Irish Workers Solidarity in the zine are just what people are writing
Movement). about generally, rather than having a set

of criteria for content. Have you tried
to prioritise publishing articles around
particular themes? For what reasons?

publication? What are your political
objectives?

As AWSM is a group spread across the
length of New Zealand, Solidarity was seen
as a good national project, one to help

us all get used to working together, while
simultaneously spreading our ideas and
publicising struggles that would otherwise
be ignored.
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articles around the theme of water issues.

| think from memory that was the original

plan - to have 2-3 articles on a particular

theme in each issue, with the rest of the

AWSM is an anarchist-communist articles on other toplcs That issue also had

organisation, so Solidarity is one way in #EXx©6s X Ys EUPO 6 E O N% |
which was also intended to be a regular

which we can help promote anarchist- ; h b Th di
communist analysis of current events and eature each month. The second issue

society as a whole. It also gives us the I_ uls ©Eau % EU x dsEbsa PX
chance to reach an audience who wouldn’t  @narchist-communist theory. None of these
necessarily search for our website, but might 3 things continued on beyond one issue.

pick up a copy of the newssheet at a library, So yes, there is certainly a feeling that the
community centre or cafe. content is just whatever people end up

writing.
43 Ex° b ©0 601 & P EssX ix ©X_ ils
resources needed for a publication, e.g At the same time, we do tend to have

printing, writers, people to do lay-out, etc discussions around possible topics for
articles, and people suggest things that they

®PX XOb 66t "sAzs EssX ©Xxs <Nk wgyd be gqad to cover even if they
members contribute 2% of our income as can’t personally write the article themselves.
As a class struggle group, we obviously

Politically,



tend to focus on topics with that focus -
industrial action being probably our most
regular topic.

Over the last 12 months or so, we have
seen a shift towards promoting people
talking about their own lives and struggles

- while we still have reporting and analysis
of struggles that AWSM members don't
take part in personally, members have also
written about our own lives, and interviewed
others about their experiences. | think
that’'s been a really big improvement in the
quality and value of Solidarity - as a space
“XE Yasx¥i6s Ux U 6(
rather than just one for us to talk
about things we’re not necessary
connected to. We have an open
invitation in every issue for
people to send in stories about
their own lives and struggles too.

4. Have you any thoughts on the
strengths and weaknesses of the
newsletter?

Obviously as a small group its always

going to be hard to get good distribution

- between our members and some others
who are happy to distribute the hardcopy
newssheet in their centres, we've never
gone above around 1000 printed copies

of any issue, and our general print run is
500-700. In the larger scheme of things, this
really isn’t that great. Add in to that that

On the other side of that, | have heard a
few times from different groups of striking
workers that we’ve written about that

they really appreciate us publicising their
struggles. | think its often a bit of a buzz

for them when we interview them, and its
always nice to see yourself in print. So that's
a valuable thing, and also could help to
build connections and respect for the future.

5. Do you have any ideas about how radical
publications can collaborate and learn from
each other?

Ex U UIsPE x X ©flua

| think more republishing

ould be good - | know we’'ve
republished the odd article
from other sources (primarily
libcom.org) and likewise others
(including Mutiny) have reused
articles from Solidarity. As
internationalists, its important
that even though we want

out publications to be locally
relevant, we also need to remember that
the struggle for working class liberation is
a global one, and so building connections
between struggles at home and those
overseas is important. As a part of this
there could also be some cross-promotion,
especially when publications have a
crossover in desired audience.

Beyond that, I'm not really sure what else

"sAZs E Es6t EssX EG6s (ix © Xcan e &lisfed Betivedh ublications. In

in Auckland, by far the biggest city in New
Zealand and it means that actually we’re not
reaching a huge chunk of New Zealand’s
working class. Internet distribution probably
doubles our readership but even then we've
got a long way to go.

Additionally, we don’t get a lot of feedback
from people who aren’t already involved in
radical politics. What little we have gotten
has been positive, but its hard to really
understand what we need to improve if
people outside of our political circles don't
get in touch and tell us.

theory I think that we should be helping
each other more, but in practice I’'m not sure
what forms that could take!

6. Anything else?

If people are interested in subscribing
to Solidarity, they should go to http://
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on the top right to be added to our email
announcement list. If you're on Facebook
you can go and like https://www.facebook.
com/AotearoaWSM too. And please send
us feedback, let us know what you think of
Solidarity!



Review:
Political Economy
Rally at Sydney Uni

by Duck-footed

Another year, another campaign to savge|d has broadened since then. Generally
Political Economy at Sydney Uni. "e economics is treated as an apolitical
school has been under attack since it #rg{athematical science, but ECOP subjects
began in the 70s, with each Universityitique capitalism, heteronormative
white paper, business plan and budggfender relations, imperialism and social
proposal threatening to cut coursesheory as the product of power relations.
sta$, or in the latest case, merge Politicaknce to merge Political Economy and
Economy with the school of Governmentgovernment would be to combine class
analyses of the State as an instrument
For those who dont keep up with thepf capitalist and patriarchal power with
latest from the ivory tower, the Dean ofessons on how to become a bureaucrat.
Arts has released a report that includegnd it would also reduce the independence
plans to merge ECOP and GOVT. Whilef radical ECOP lecturers to set their
this may seem hunky-dory on the surfacyyn units and readings. Its just silly.
it's just the latest in a series of assaults on
the school of Political Economy. ECOP |§0 last week on Tuesday, over a hundred
the most politically radical department instydents and sta$ rallied against the
the whole of Australia (|n my Opinion), proposed merger. "a protest was
and the only one in the whole of Oceanigrganised by the Political Economy Society,
that looks at economics, social issues aﬁdgroup who usually limit themselves to
philosophy as inter-related. It started Uyrmchair socialism in the form of weekly
in the 70s when students protested fQ§eers and the odd discussion of the interest
academic freedom to research and teaghte. "ey did a great job of promoting the
alternative theories of society, particularlya”y and organising all-in meetings in the
Marxism and gender theory, although thgead up. Colourful banners, artful placards
and well-worded speeches were stirring,
although | couldnt help but wish that
such talented organisers would o$er their
skills for use at more events, not just those
aimed at protecting their own middle class
academic interests. "at isn't true of all
that came along. I'm sure this is a #rst but
not a last rally for many, lots of ECOPers
are involved in other movements, and the
usual trots trotted out in the usual way.




Mutiny Zine has been publishing anarcho relevant news & ideas since April
2006. It began as a project of the Mutiny direct action collective whose writing
and actions have been detailed in past issues. We make a new issue every two
months and try to make it as relevant as possible to revolutionary ideas and
practice in Sydney and Australia. It is available in hard copy at both Black Rose
Books in Newtown and Jura Books in Petersham. It is also distributed in most
major cities around Australia and quite amazingly overseas as well. It is hosted
on the Jura Books website jura.org.au/mutiny in web view and print form. If you
would like to subscribe please cut out the form below and mail it to us with some
cash for postage costs. Our collective is down to three members now if you like
the project and want to help out please get in touch, we're really nice people who
C"Z21™57¢Sce¢l S—ele " 1eZele™1”—" +1 s@™1 Z1e"YZ1eZ24" —
you think of the Zine.

- Black Beard
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